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The essence of governing is to have a clear mind. The belief of life is to follow the upright
ways. An elegant straw will turn in to a strong pillar. A refined steel cannot be bent into a hook.

Zheng BAO, Song Dynasty

BAO, Zheng (11th April, 999 AD - 24th May, 1062 AD), courtesy name Xi-ren, was a citizen of Hefei
County, Luzhou Province (now Feidong County, Anhui Province). On the 5th Year of Tiansheng, of
Emperor Renzong in Northern Song Dynasty (1027 AD), BAO passed the imperial examination of
highest level and was qualified as a “Jinshi”. Renowned for his integrity, BAO was firstly appointed
as Magistrate of Jianchang County. BAO later served as the Magistrate of Keifeng and the Grand
Secretariat of Longtu Pavilion. In spite of becoming one of the highest decision making authorities
during the Northern Song Dynasty, BAO still led a modest and simple life as everyone else. BAO
was therefore regarded as the symbol of the most honest and upright official in ancient China. As
the saying goes, “Where BAO is, corruption ceases.” BAO was very strict and rarely smiled. People
usually compared BAO’s smile with the possibility of seeing a clean Yellow River. ZHU Xi, OUYANG

Xiu, LIU Chang, and SIMA Guang of later generations all had positive comments on BAO.



