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Trafficking Ketamine via air
transportation

Chi-meng Hsieh

I. Case background

II. Delicate collaboration

III. Surveillance measures

I'V. Prosecutor negotiated with tariff
office to confiscate proceeds

V. Setback to pursuit suspects

VI. The final strike to wrongdoers
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I. Case background

Keelung Mobile Coast Guards, North-
ern Coastal Patrol Office, Coastal Patrol
Directorate General of the Coast Guard
Administration, and the Executive Yuan
(hereinafter referred to as Keelung Mo-
bile Coast Guards) received information
in June 2005 that Chou and Wang et
al. were suspected to be trafficking in
ketamine, a category-3 drug, from Ma-
laysia to Taiwan via airfreight to obtain
illegal profits. The situation was imme-
diately reported to the Command and
Reconnaissance Office, and long-term
collection of the evidence of the drug
trafficking channels of Chou, Wang,

and other suspects was carried out.

I1. Delicate collaboration

It was found that, the group was sus-
pected of being involved in trafficking
ketamine, a category-3 drug, from Ma-
laysia, under the guise of the import
and export trade activities of Ju-X
Company (Ju-X), which is run by Chou,
who also integrated the businesses of
customs clearance and warehousing.
The drug trafficking group has the fol-

lowing characteristics:

(1) The drugs were mainly bought by
Chou and Wang. (2) Chao and Pan
were in charge of customs clearance.
(3) Tseng Chen and Chieh Chen were in
charge of warehousing, and were em-
ployees of Hwa X Co,, Ltd. (4) Method

of transmission:

»In April 2005, Chou and Wang offered funds together, and Chou and

Cheng (employees of Ju-X) went to Malaysia. They bought ketamine at the

price of USD10,000 per kilogram from Simon (a Malaysian man), and paid

another Malaysian to deliver the ketamine at the price of MYR6,000 per

kilogram (MYR1 was approximately equivalent to NTD8.85 then). The Ma-

laysian hid the ketamine in electronic products. After delivery of the drug,

Chou notified his girlfriend Wu to remit money. Chao and Pan of "Chung X

Customs Broker” were in charge of customs clearance. When the ketamine

reached the airport, Chou instructed Hsiang Wang and Wei Chen (employees
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of Ju-X) to rent a white Mitsubishi recreational vehicle, with plate number
5D-1234, as the tool of drug transportation. After they rented the vehicle,
Hsiang Wang and Wei Chen drove to Taoyuan and delivered the vehicle to
Wang. Wang asked his subordinate to park the vehicle near Taiwan Taoyuan
International Airport, leave the vehicle doors unlocked, and the key hidden
under the driver's seat, while Wang supervised from a nearby location. After
the electronic goods were removed from the airplane, by taking advantage

of their work convenience, Tseng Chen and Chieh Chen removed the ket-
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amine hidden in the goods. Chieh Chen took the ketamine, left the airport,
and hid it in the aforementioned vehicle. Wang then asked Hsiang Wang

and Wei Che to go to a location near Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport

B

and drive the vehicle to Ju-X in Jhonghe City, New Taipei City. Wang drove
another car to follow the recreational vehicle to obtain the drug. As the
participants and drugs were transported separately, each participant was
only in charge of one part of the crime, and the participants did not meet
each other in person. The electronic goods hiding the drugs went through
customs clearance procedures as ordinary goods or were returned to avoid

investigation.

III. Surveillance measures es are faster than other couriers. The

team found that, on September 30

At the end of September 2005, Chou (Friday), Ting Cheng rented a private

left Taiwan. The task force analyzed ¢ with plate number of 5D-1234. The

that the group might traffic in drugs 55K force immediately investigated

again. Based on communication mon- 49 deployed near Taiwan Taoyuan

itoring, they would hide the drugs in

seafood, as seafood courier process-

International Airport and Nankan, in

order to monitor the white Yulon sedan
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numbered CQ-5678 and the private car
numbered 5D-1234. However, the group
took counter-surveillance actions and
constantly ran red lights. They turned
around to enter TaiMall to stop their
vehicles for a while, and then left. They
checked again and again to see if they
were monitored, and the surveillance
actions of the task force were exposed.
The group became alert and did not
dare to touch this batch of drugs any-
more, and they fled. On October 1 of
the same year (Saturday), through
communication monitoring, we learned
that the group was about to return this

batch of drugs.

IV. Prosecutor negotiated
with tariff office to

confiscate proceeds

On that same day, Typhoon Longwang
hit Taiwan, and all the aircraft were
out of commission, as everyone in Tai-
wan had the day off. The task force
investigated the frozen food delivered
from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia to Hwa
X Freight Station of Taiwan Taoyuan
International Airport on September
30. Only China Airlines Cl123 aircraft

contained a total of six boxes of frozen
foods numbered 2997-1234567 with a
total weight of 118kg. In the early morn-
ing of October 2 (Sunday), together
with the Taipei Customs Tariff office,
the task force opened the boxes to
check the goods. In No. 2 and No. 5
boxes, a total of 25kg of ketamine was
found hidden in dried scallops. Howev-
er, the customs officers said that, as the
goods had not undergone clearance, it
should be considered that the goods
had not yet entered Taiwan. Hence, the
goods could not be detained. After the
prosecutor communicated with the
Night Shift Director of Taiwan Taoyu-
an International Airport, at around 2
o'clock in the morning, the prosecutor
signed the goods handover sheet of
the airport. Then, the customs officers
allowed the task force to detain the

drugs.

V.Setback to pursuit

suspects

At around 8 o'clock on the morning of
October 2 of the same year, as soon
as working hours started, the prosecu-

tor-in-charge made contact with the
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Immigration Office by telephone, due to
the urgency of the situation. The action
progress sheet was first faxed, while
the official document was sent later,
which was common practice in urgent
situations at that time. However, the
defendants had not been questioned
before being restricted to exit Taiwan.
According to current legal require-
ments, a border management notice
should be sent to the defendants, and
the defendants could only be detained
temporarily. In order to restrict the de-
fendants, Chou and Wang et al., from
exiting Taiwan, an arrest warrant was
issued. At noon of October 3 (Monday),
as all aircraft were out of commission
on October 1 and 2 due to the typhoon,
Wang was about to flee by taking the
first airplane to leave Taiwan. At the
control area of Taiwan Taoyuan Inter-
national Airport, the passport inspec-
tor told Wang that he was restricted
from exiting Taiwan. Wang immediately
discarded his passport and luggage,
and fled the airport ahead of customs
officers. Wang then contacted and re-
quested Chou and Ting Cheng to drive
Chou's black BMW recreational vehicle

numbered 1234-EJ to Taiwan Taoyuan

International Airport to pick up three
persons, including Yi and Wang, and
fled south. When they reached Jhongli
Interchange, Wang and Chou took a
taxi to continue fleeing south. Then,
Ting Cheng drove Chou’s black BMW
back to Taipei. As the project members
did not know that Wang and Chou et
al. had taken a taxi, they requested the
national highway police to block and
check the black BMW. Chou asked Wu
to drive the BMW numbered 4321-DY
to Zhongaging Interchange of Taichung
to pick up Wang's girlfriend, Tang.
When Wu realized that he was followed
into downtown Taichung, he took a big
turn, circled around, ran red lights, and
intended to avoid surveillance. As Wu
was familiar with the road conditions,
the task force could not effectively
know his whereabouts. Chou and Wang
et al. shut down their mobiles to avoid
discovery, and made contact via public
telephones. After investigation in Taic-
hung for 2 days, they were completely
out of the control of law enforcement

officers.
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VI.The final strike to

wrongdoers

The task force determined that, the
drugs that the task force analyzed had
been withheld, thus, there was no immi-
nent danger, and Wang would go back
to Ju-X. Hence, the task force withdrew
its staff from Taichung, and replaced
investigation vehicles with rented ve-
hicles, in order to conduct surveillance
near Ju-X. At dusk of October 5, Chou
asked Hsiang Wang and Wei Chen to
return to Ju-X first to check the situ-
ation. Chou thought that it was safe,

and went back to Ju-X later that eve-

ning. The prosecutor and the task force
arrested Chou at the company. After
Chou agreed to be searched, evidence
including remittance slips were found.
Chou had committed his crime, and his

accomplices had been arrested.

The focus of this case lies in that, after
exposure by communication monitor-
ing, and when Chou and Wang et al.
fled, the task force did not give up their
investigation. They first detained the
drug from being delivered or returned
to Malaysia, and then followed clues to

arrest the suspects one by one, thus,

this drug delivery channel to Taiwan
had been blocked.
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