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Cross-Border Smuggling of
252kg of Ketamine Busted

Yi-cheng Tseng

[. Summary

II. Background

III. Investigation Process
I'V. Investigation Stages

V. Case closed on June 20, 2006 with the arrest
of the Big Boss
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I. Summary

II. Background

Our prosecutor, Yi-cheng Tseng, instruct-
ed the Mobile Investigation Team of the
Coast Guard Administration Taipei on
March 22, 2006, to bust 134.74 kilograms
of ketamine (a category 3 substance) in
a warehouse on Jincheng Road, Tucheng
City in Taipei County, which was found
inside the chassis of three imported
SMART sedans in front of the warehouse.
The warehouse guard, Te-wei Lien (nick-
named A-wei), was arrested on that day.
On March 26, 2006, the team busted 118
kilograms of ketamine again inside the
chassis of two SMART sedans, which were
just imported and shipped from Dock 75,
Kaohsiung Harbor. The total volume of the

seized ketamine was 252.74 kilograms.

On March 29, 2006, the General Manager
of Taipei Forwarding Services Co., Ltd,,
Chang-hua Tan, was arrested. On March
30, the team arrested Dr. Shih-chia Lo, an
otorhinolaryngologist responsible for the
planning of this drug trafficking operation.
Finally, Chien-hsin Hsu, the boss behind
the scenes and the leader of the Hongren
Chapter, the Bamboo Union (mafia in Tai-
wan), was arrested with a warrant on June
20, 2006.
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On June 27, 2005, the Taipei Recon-
naissance Brigade seized over 500
grams of marijuana from suspect Chen.
This resulted in the arrest of the sup-
plier, X-long Lin, on June 29, 2005. A
search at Lin’s home found an account,
and from it, the investigation team
learned that A-wei (Te-wei Lien) was
an accomplice. The project code “Jin
Yi” was established on July 1, 2005 to

focus on this lead.

The prosecutor pulled an informer from
the busted drug cases in August 2005,
and found out about Hsin Ge, who was
involved in the smuggling of category
2 and 3 substances, while working for
the same drug trafficking group. A-wei
was responsible for sourcing the ware-

housing space.



II1. Investigation Process

1. In-depth profiling

Based on the above clues, the Taipei
Reconnaissance Brigade attempted
to profile the organization of the drug
trafficking group, as well as their smug-
gling patterns. The group was led by
Hsin Ge, who had four right-hand men,
A-wei, Hei-hou, X-long Lin, and X-chou
Chian. They were all major suppliers for
category 2 and 3 substances in north-
ern Taiwan. After cross referencing
the communication records, the Taipei
Reconnaissance Brigade reported the
case to Taipei District Prosecutors Of-
fice, and the case was assigned to our

prosecutor, Yi-cheng Tseng.

2. True identities and addresses of sus-

pects

After months of monitoring, the in-
vestigation team identified the home
number of suspect Hsin Ge in Chunan
District, Miaoli County, by retrieving
the international mobile calls made in
December 2005. The phone was regis-
tered to Hsin Ge’s mother, and the real

name of the suspect is Chien-hsin Hsu.

On January 11, 2006, the investiga-
tion team found out that Te-wei Lien’s
friend, Chao-hung Huang, was suspect-
ed of transporting 1 kilogram of am-
phetamine. To accomplish his goal, Te-
wei Lien moved from Zhonghe City and
rented a flat on Yuming Road, Tucheng
City. The Taipei Reconnaissance Bri-
gade identified his home number by
monitoring communication records,

and then, the address of his apartment.

3. Investigation difficulties

(1D The Taipei Reconnaissance Brigade
monitored the communication of the
suspects involved, and busted the drug
trafficking activities of X-yi Cheng and
Chao-hung Huang under the instruction
of prosecutor Yi-cheng Tseng. How-
ever, the leader, Chien-hsin Hsu, used
international mobile phone numbers to
liaise with his staff for drug dealing. At
that time, it was not possible for inves-
tigators in Taiwan to effectively monitor
the international numbers and locate
his true identify. If Chien-hsin Hsu had
not dialed from his home in Chunan,

Miaoli County, in December 2005, it
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would not have been possible to track

him down.

(2) In January 2006, the Taipei Recon-
naissance Brigade retrieved Chien-hsin
Hsu’s communication records using
international mobile numbers, and
identified a 0986 number run by the
PHS system operator First International
Telecom Corp. and used by “Doctor”
(nickname). However, it was not pos-
sible to instantaneously monitor and
interpret the non-GSM system. It was
only possible to monitor the commu-
nication by tapping online. As a result,
the investigation team was not able to
arrest Shih-chia Lo (nicknamed “Doc-

tor”) at that time.

4. Missed opportunities

The examination of the communication
logs found that the Doctor successful-
ly smuggled ketamine (a category 3
substance) into Taiwan on January 23,
2006 by carrying the drug inside three
SMART sedans shipped in containers.
However, law enforcers were unable to
seize this batch due to the abovemen-
tioned difficulties in timely communica-

tion monitoring.

IV. Investigation Stages

1. Phase 1

(1) Communication monitoring and pre-

liminary clues

In their communications from March
18, 2006 to March 20, 2006, two men,
nicknamed “A-wei” and “Doctor”, men-
tioned “towing three cars into the
warehouse” and “goods arriving in Tai-
wan on March 20 to March 23”. Hence,
the investigation team believed that the
criminal group was about to smuggle a

large quantity of ketamine.

(2) Online monitoring, following, and

lying in wait

On March 21, the investigation team
waited for the suspects on Yuming
Road and Jincheng Road, Tucheng
City, and Minle Road, Zhonghe City in
Taipei County, and gathered evidence.
On the evening of March 21, Te-wei
Lien contacted a towing company mul-
tiple times, indicating that he would
go to Sanchong in person to instruct
the towing location and pay the fees.
However, he did not feel like going out

at 23:00, and called again to ask for
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(1) Communication
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(3) Investigation tech-
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money transfer methods. Therefore, the
investigation team waited until the next

day.

(3) Investigation technigques

At about 13:00 on March 22, the inves-
tigation team hit Yuming Road again to
continue monitoring the suspect Te-wei
Lien. He called the landlord at 15:00,
indicating that he would like to get the

warehouse key.

The Taipei Reconnaissance Brigade pre-
tended to be a prospective tenant call-
ing the same landlord, asking whether
there were auto repair workshops avail-
able. The landlord said that he had two
warehouses available, located at No.
93, Xuefu Road and Lane 61, Jincheng
Road Section 2, Tucheng City.

(4) The time had come

Suspects Lien and “Doctor” spoke with
each other at 15:30, and mentioned that
the towed car would be placed into
the warehouse at 4pm, and a jack had
been borrowed from a friend. While
they did not reveal the location of the
towed vehicle, the investigation team

believed that the time was ripe for ac-

tion, and the drug could be hidden in-
side the chassis. Prosecutor Tseng was
then informed, and he coordinated with
prosecutor Wei-yi Tsai of the New Tai-
pei District Prosecutors Office to work
together on this operation (as Tucheng

is located in New Taipei City).

(5) Seizure of 134.74 kilograms of ket-

amine

According to the landlord, the two
available-for-rent warehouses are with-
in 30 meters of each other. The judi-
cial police officers gathered together
from Minle Road in Zhonghe City and
Yumei Road in Tucheng City, toward
Xuefu Road and Lane 61, Jincheng
Road at approximately 17:30. At 18:40,
they found a tow truck driver carrying
two SMART sedans toward No. 5-3,
Lane 61, Jincheng Road. As the driver
could not open the warehouse door,
he called Lien. Lien said he would be
there immediately. After the tow truck
driver unloaded the SMART sedans,
Lien arrived at approximately 19:00
and opened the iron roller shutter door.
He then entered the warehouse along
with the driver, each of them driving

a SMART sedan. With the consent of
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prosecutor Tseng and prosecutor Wei-yi Tsai, the team raided and searched the
warehouse, and found a total of 119 packs of ketamine (a category 3 drug), with a

gross weight of 134.74 kilograms, inside the chassis of three cars.

2. Stage 2

(1) Interrogation
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According to the tow truck driver, the importing of the three

SMART sedans was handled by Yang, an associate working for

B

Hong Yuan Customs Brokerage in Keelung. Yang was asked to
provide details, and the investigation team ruled out the possi-
bility of his involvement after interrogation. Yang indicated that
the importer was Mr. Tan from Taipei Forwarding Services Co.,
Ltd., and two more sedans of the same model, also imported
by Tan, had not arrived yet in Taiwan. Hence, the Taipei Recon-
naissance Brigade contacted Tan via phone on the morning of
the 23rd and he said he would be happy to explain the work-

flow of the imported sedans.

(2) Follow-up intelligence

Chang-hua Tan, the General Manager of Taipei Forwarding Ser-
vices Co., Ltd., arrived at the Taipei Reconnaissance Brigade’s
offices, as promised, on March 24. He indicated that the client
was Chang who lived in Sijhih City, Taipei County. All three
seized SMART sedans were imported via Taipei Forwarding

Services Co., Ltd., and Tan was willing to become an informer
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by making an oral statement, provided
his true identity was not exposed. He
mentioned that another two SMART
sedans would arrive at the Kaohsiung
Harbor between March 25 and March
27 from Hamburg, Germany, and he
provided the investigators with the bills

of lading.

(3) Application for warrant of execu-

tion

In the afternoon of the same day, the
Taipei Reconnaissance Brigade had
discussions with Chief Prosecutor Da-
wei Chen and Prosecutor Yi-cheng
Tseng in the Anti-Drug Division of the
Taipei District Prosecutors Office. After
reviewing the written record of Tan’s
information, as well as the bills of lad-
ing provided by Tan, the investigation
team, Chief Prosecutor Da-wei Chen,
and Prosecutor Yi-cheng Tseng issued
a warrant of execution in the afternoon
of the same day to the Kaohsiung Cus-
toms, Keelung Customs, and the Third
Special Police Corp., National Police
Agency. The warrant was delivered by
the Taipei Reconnaissance Brigade on
the 25th on their way to Kaohsiung,

which requested that these govern-

ment agencies assist in busting the two

SMART sedans likely carrying drugs.

(4) Cross referencing documents and

118 kilograms of ketamine found

The investigation team headed south
on March 25, along with the Coast
Guard Administration, Kaohsiung City
Reconnaissance Brigade, Coast Patrol
Corps 5 of Coast Patrol Directorate
General, Kaohsiung Customs officers,
and the Second Brigade of the Third
Special Police Corp. After multiple
checks on the bills of lading and con-
tainer numbers, as provided by the
customs office and shipping compa-
nies, the investigation team noticed
that the ship (Haynes) operated by
Hyundai Merchant Marine, which was
supposed to carry the container, broke
down in Hong Kong on March 22, and
the cars were then transferred to a dif-
ferent ship, the Vladivostok. It arrived
in Kaohsiung Harbor at approximately
10pm on the 25th. At Tam on March 26,
the investigation team reached Dock
75 and opened the container under the
assistance of the Kaohsiung Customes,
and found 105 packs of ketamine (a

category 3 drug) with a gross weight
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of approximately 118 kilograms inside the chassis of the two SMART sedans in the

container (HDMU2360158) on the ship Vladivostok.

3. Stage 3: Investigation into the boss behind the scenes
(1) Detention of the recipient of the bills of lading

On March 27, the Taipei Reconnaissance Brigade, again joined by
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colleagues from Datung Precinct, Taipei City Police Department,
went to Sijhih City, Taipei County, with the arrest warrant issued

by prosecutor Yi-cheng Tseng, to contact Chang, the recipient

B

of the bills of lading, for the sedans concerned. The superinten-
dent of the residential building indicated that Chang moved out
years ago and the flat was auctioned by the court. The investi-
gation team believed that Chang may be just a nominee used by

the drug traffickers.
(2) Cross checks of communication records and voiceprints

The investigation team examined the voice tone of Chang-hua
Tan, the General Manager of Taipei Forwarding Services Co., Ltd.,
who voluntarily provided clues and insisted on his innocence,
and realized that the voice was similar to the person the “Doctor”
called to complain that Te-wei Lien did not properly safe keep
the cars in the warehouse. A thorough screening of the record-
ings and communication records suggested that Tan was in-
volved. The team requested that prosecutor Tseng issue a bench
warrant, and asked Tan to come back on March 29, as it was

necessary to clarify some details. When Tan arrived, as required,
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the team arrested him and showed him
the tapped recordings. Tan finally con-
fessed, and told the investigators that
the smuggled ketamine was loaded in
Amsterdam, the Netherlands, and hid-
den inside the chassis of five imported
secondhand sedans and shipped to
Taiwan in two sittings from Hamburg,
Germany. The drug runners used the
term, “goat’s pooh” as the code word
for ketamine. Tan indicated that he was
instructed by Shih-chia Lo, nicknamed
the Doctor, for the matters associated
with the import of the five SMART se-

dans.

(3) Arresting the members behind the

scenes

After the investigators learned the true
name of “Doctor”, they went through
the database, and were surprised to

find that Shih-chia Lo was a practic-

ing otorhinolaryngologist working at
the Grace ENT Clinic on Yuming Road,
Tucheng City in Taipei County. He lived
at 1MF, No.369, Chenggong Rd., Neihu
District, Taipei City, and owned a Mer-
cedes Benz, a Porsche, and a Ferrari
sports car. On March 29, the prosecutor
again issued an arrest warrant and in-
structed the Taipei Reconnaissance Bri-

gade to wait for him at his apartment.

At 8pm that evening, Lo drove his
Porsche (licensed No. 5600-DU) and
entered the basement level 4 parking
lot in his apartment building. The inves-
tigators saw him holding a black plastic
bag when leaving the car, and immedi-
ately approached him with the arrest
warrant. With Lo’s consent, the inves-
tigators searched the black plastic bag
and found the vehicle registration data
for the five SMART sedans, five spare
keys, and 12 bank passports.
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(4) Arresting of the Big Boss

During interrogation, Lo confessed that
he had been acting under the direction
of Chien-hsin Hsu, the former leader
of the Hongren Chapter, the Bamboo
Union. Lo leveraged his side business
in the trading of imported secondhand
cars for the smuggling of ketamine. The
volumes that did not make it to Taiwan
were all hidden in Shanghai, and Hsu
had not been back to Taiwan for fear
of being exposed. It was not until May
27, 2006 that he returned in order to
strengthen his foothold in drug traffick-
ing. He obtained a three-month visa for
the Netherlands, in order to orchestrate
drug smuggling into Taiwan. On June
20, 2006, the Taipei Reconnaissance
Brigade finally caught Hsu while he
was waiting for his outbound flight via
Hong Kong with EVA Air in Terminal 2

of Taoyuan Airport.

V. Case closed on June 20,
2006 with the arrest of
the Big Boss

The investigation process went on for
one year. Under instruction from the
Taipei District Prosecutors Office and
New Taipei District Prosecutors Office,
the Taipei Reconnaissance Brigade and
other law enforcement bodies worked
together to bust the cross-border drug
smuggling ring by hiding substances
inside sedans. The operation seized a
total of 252.74 kilograms of ketamine,
with a market value of NT$300 million.
The four suspects Te-wei Lien, Chang-
hua Tan, Shih-chia Lo, and Chien-hsin
Hsu were all arrested and sent to New
Taipei District Prosecutors Office for
interrogation and detention. They have

all been sentenced accordingly.
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