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Practices of Joint Regional
Defense and International
Cooperation

Ya-chiao Wang
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In 2001, travelers from various South-
east Asian countries, such as Vietnam
and Thailand, often hid drugs in their
bodies or luggage, and merchants hid
heroin, a category 1 drug, in their car-
gos to import it to Taiwan. Therefore,
one of the targets of anti-drug author-
ities was to strengthen the screening
and investigation of suspicious areas

and persons.

This case started when the Taipei In-
vestigation Office of the Investigation
Bureau requested prosecutors i-cheng
Tseng and Chih-chuan Chang of the
Taipei District Prosecutors Office to
command an investigation in 2005.
At that time, this author served as
a prosecutor of the Keelung District
Prosecutors Office. In March 2006, de-
fendant Chung traveled to Ho Chi Minh
City, Vietnam, and made acquaintance
with a Chinese Vietnamese with the
nickname "A-gai”. As Chung thought
that the transport of category 1 drugs
was profitable, Chung conspired with
"A-gai" to hide heroin in imported rain-
coats and luggage. After communica-

tion monitoring and evidence collection

for more than one year, the Taipei In-
vestigation Office learned that, Chung
asked the Chiao Wei Company to be
the recipient of the aforementioned
goods. Chiao Wei Company knew
nothing about the drugs. After receiv-
ing the notice of goods arrival, Chuang
asked Tien Li Customs Clearance Co,,
Ltd. to conduct customs clearance.
Tien Li knew nothing about the drug,
either. After hiding the drugs, on Sep-
tember 1, 2006, Chung and "A-gai”
shipped the heroin, a category 1 drug,
via a container in PAC AQUILA from
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam to Taiwan.
The customs clearance location of the
imported raincoats involved in this case
was Keelung Customs (Port), Customs
Administration, Ministry of Finance.
Chung's residence was in Yilan. Due
to the limited time, and the frequent
exchanges between the (Director)
prosecutors in charge of the anti-drug
activities of the district prosecutors’
offices of Taipei, Keelung, and Taoyu-
an, the offices actively contacted and
closely cooperated with each other to
form a tight anti-drug network. (During
that time, the Office often contacted

Prosecutor Chia-chi Chu of the Taiwan
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High Prosecutors Office, Cheng-sheng
Lai, the Director Prosecutor, myself of
the Keelung District Prosecutors Of-
fice, Director Da-wei Chen in charge of
the Narcotics Squad of Taipei District
Prosecutors Office, and Prosecutor Chi-
ang-hsien Liao of the Taoyuan District

Prosecutors Office.)

At that time, | was at Keelung District
Prosecutors Office and received the
instruction from Director Cheng-sheng
Lai that some criminal activities of this
case were conducted in Keelung. The
defendants had fled to Hualien or Tai-
tung, and the drugs would be declared
soon. | immediately called Prosecutor
Chih-chuan Chang and the Taipei In-
vestigation Office, and confirmed that
the goods were about to arrive at the
Port of Keelung for clearance. Soon
after defendant Chung confirmed
the possible clearance of the goods,
Chung hid in a remote township to
observe the progress. The defendant's
residence was not within the jurisdic-
tion of the Taipei District Prosecutors
Office. Moreover, customs clearance
was at Keelung Customs, over which,

Taipei District Prosecutors Office did

not have jurisdiction, either. Under the
instruction of Director Prosecutor Lai,
I went to Keelung Customs to meet
with Prosecutor Chang and the task
force and supervise the inspection of
goods, and thus, avoided information
leaks. Due to the tight schedule, Pros-
ecutor Chang issued an arrest warrant
on September 4, and instructed the
relevant policemen of the task force to
arrest the defendant. The goods were
within the jurisdiction of the Keelung
District Prosecutors Office, while the
defendant was hiding in Hualien or Tai-
tung. The Keelung District Prosecutors
Office took over immediately to simul-
taneously monitor both the defendant
and the goods. At Keelung Container
Station, 106 bricks of heroin and 8 bags
of heroin powder, with a total weight of
42kg, were seized from the container

declared by Chung.

At around 18:00 on September 6, 2006,
the task force arrested defendant
Chung on No. 11 Provincial Highway in
Hualien County. As the task force knew
his whereabouts and directions of
goods flow, Chung knew that he could

not deny his crimes, confessed, and
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was sent to Keelung District Prosecutors Office under escort.
After | interrogated Chung, | applied to the court for detain-
ment and obtained approval. Keelung District Prosecutors
Office handled the follow-up investigation and prosecution.
As sufficient evidences had been collected for this case, after
being indicted, Chung could not deny his crimes, and con-
fessed to all his crimes. In 2008, Chung was sentenced to life
imprisonment, deprived of public rights for life. The appeal

was rejected, and the case was closed.

During the investigating of this case, it is worth mentioning
that, the Hong Kong Country Office of DEA, through the
Investigation Bureau, MOJ, asked for a sample of the drug
involved in this case, in order to facilitate the plan of drug
source analysis and identification. Under my assistance, with
the approval of the Ministry of Justice, and in line with the
Management Measures for Drugs and Instruments Used for
Pharmaceutical Research or Training, 10g of heroin was pro-
vided for the purpose of drug analysis, identification, and reg-
istration, in order that the U.S. can analyze the characteristics
of drug samples from all over the world and set up a relevant
database, thus, laying the foundation for tracking drug sourc-
es in the future, which will benefit detection during future

cases.
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