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Taiwan-U.S. Cooperation
in Cracking Heroin Bricks
Trafficking via Fishing
Vessels

Chan-ken Yang
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Since April 2010, Prosecutor Chan-ken
Yang has commanded the Taipei In-
vestigation Office of the Investigation
Bureau, Ministry of Justice (MOJ). On
September 21, 2010, Prosecutor Chan-
ken Yang seized approximately 8.2kg
of amphetamines trafficked into Taiwan
by Chou et al. at HSR Taichung Station.
The Office suspected that a drug man-
ufacturing group might have set up a
drug lab in Pingtung County. Imme-
diately, we established a task force to
investigate the network related to the
drug manufacturing group and contin-
uously applied to Taipei District Court
for communications monitoring. For
three years, we monitored communica-
tions, reviewed numerous international
contact records, screened many suspi-
cious subjects, and gradually learned
about the drug trafficking network. Al-
though the members of the group were

located in different places in Southeast

Asia, mainland China, and Taiwan, all
of them used the Internet, mainland
China SIM cards, and smartphones to
evade tracing. The task force collected
evidence, used a mobile e-investiga-
tion vehicle, and analyzed single-line
and satellite phone calls, cash flows,
and entry & exit statuses to outline the
identities of the group members, the
flows of remittances, entries and exits,
ways of contacts, and other drug traf-
ficking patterns. During the commu-
nication monitoring period, when our
application was dismissed by the judge,
we offered sufficient evidence and ex-
plained the reasons for the application
in great detail to convince the judge
to continue to support the monitoring
of the case. In this way, the task force
could analyze the details of the crime
and identify the fishing vessels for drug
trafficking.
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In May 2012, Chuang, the main suspect,
transferred NTD 10 million and NTD 12
million separately to Zhejiang bank ac-
count, mainland China. Chuang went to
Cambodia at the end of May and then
went to Xiamen, mainland China in
late June. In July, Chuang met Chang,
who was the Chairman of the Repre-
sentative Council of Xinyuan Township,
Pingtung County in charge of interme-
diary business of fishing vessels, and
asked the latter to find fishing vessels
for trafficking. At the same time, Ch-
uang contacted Tseng who was in
Cambodia to confirm the time of drug
delivery. Chang introduced Chen to
Chuang, as Chen was able to provide
a fishing vessel named “"Hung Chi Yu
No. 7” for drug trafficking. Chen paid
NTD 2 million to Pan the Captain and

Huang the Chief Engineer of the vessel
each and requested them to go to sea
under the guise of fishing from Dong-
gang Township of Pingtung County at
11 o’clock on July 27, 2012. However, af-
ter departing from the port, the fishing
vessel had problems like refrigerating
machine failure, and they subseqgently
and frequently reported the condition
to Chen. Chen insisted that they contin-
ue sailing and ignore the refrigerating
machine failure. Based on the trans-
lated dialogue, showing the argot that
read “Ming contacted you to meet for
dinner”, it was suspected that the fish-
ing vessel did not go to sea for fishing.
Instead, it was supposed to pick up the
heroin that was being smuggled from

Chuang to Tseng.

“Ming contacted you to meet for dinner”,

it was suspected that the fishing vessel did not go to sea for fishing.
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On August 15, 2012, the task force
learned the age, vessel, time to go
to sea, and method of contact of the
aforementioned defendants and de-
termined to start the operation. In
addition, in order to determine the
movement of the fishing vessel at sea,
the task force initiated a cooperation
mechanism with the United States
Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA). It
also obtained the real-time satellite
positioning of the vessel from British
Telecommunications PLC in order to
closely monitor it. On August 18, Yi-Hsi-
ung Cheng, Prosecutor of the Kaoh-
siung District Prosecutors Office, and
the investigators met the Captain of
the Mobile Coast Guards of Southern
Taiwan under the Maritime Patrol Di-
rectorate General of the Coast Guard
Administration. They compared the
satellite positioning provided by the
Fisheries Agency with the previous
maritime information to pin down the

closest location, moving direction,

and speed of the fishing vessel. It was
determined that when the fishing ves-
sel reached 200 sea miles away from
Taiwan, it would be intercepted on
the spot to exclude the possibility of
drug pick-up by other vessels. At 12
o’clock on August 19, 2012, the Captain
of Maritime Patrol dispatched Frigate
Te Hsing to arrest the suspects. It was
planned that at dawn on August 20,
relevant investigators would board the
fishing vessel when the crew was sup-
posed to be asleep during that time,
and thus it would be difficult for them
to discard drugs into the sea when
caught by surprise. When the Frigate
Te Hsing was in the South China Sea
250 sea miles away from the Port of
Kaohsiung and was about to intercept
the fishing vessel, the sea route was far
in distance and the visual conditions
at that time were extremely poor. It
was thus not easy to locate the fishing
vessel. At 5:30 in the early morning of

August 20, Frigate Te Hsing found the
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fishing vessel and turned to its rear. A
boat was released first, and then the
Frigate Te Hsing sailed to the front of
the vessel to lure the crew. The Frig-
ate Te Hsing and the skiff approached
the fishing vessel, and as soon as the
crew of the fishing vessel spotted the
Frigate, the investigators on the skiff
immediately boarded the fishing ves-
sel for investigation. The investigators
onboard immediately controlled the
crew, and sent Pan the Captain, Huang
the Chief Engineer, and four Indonesian
fishermen to the Frigate Te Hsing un-
der escort. The fishing vessel was then
under the control of some of the crew
of the Frigate and followed the Frigate
to the Port of Kaohsiung. On the morn-
ing of August 21, the Frigate reached
the Port of Kaohsiung. The members

of the task force boarded the fishing

vessel for an inch-by-inch search. After
two hours of searching under a high
temperature of 50 °C and under the
fumes of smelly diesel oil, they finally
discovered a secret cabin. They found
a total of seven boxes of heroin bricks.
Each box contained approximately 30
heroin bricks. In total, 205 heroin bricks
were found (net weight: 71,550.039).
The task force members then arrested
Chuang the main suspect, Chen the
vessel owner, and Chang et al. the mid-
dleman in Kaohsiung and Pingtung.
Relevant premises were searched, and
several satellite phones, radio equip-
ment, many foreign bankbooks, cash,
and remittance slips were seized. The
Supreme Court sentenced the main
suspects Chuang et al. to life imprison-

ment in August 2014,
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