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Detection of an International
Drug Trafficking
Organization in the Indo-
China Peninsula

Tsung-hao Chen

I. Origin

II.The criminal pattern was determined, and
seven cases of trafficked heroin were seized,

with a weight of over 30kg

III. While the devil climbs a post, the priest
climbs ten--Detection of drug trafficking of

the criminal group by sea and land

'm of Arc;lwaeo\ogy/Chia—Hsin Lu
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I.Origin

On March 16, 2014, Prosecutor Tsung-
hao Chen of the Taipei District Prose-
cutors Office guided the No. 3 Criminal
Investigation Team, the Criminal In-
vestigation Police Office, the National
Police Agency, and the Ministry of the
Interior to seize approximately 16kg of
heroin at Taiwan Taoyuan International
Airport, which was delivered to Taiwan
from Thailand by four people, including
Tseng. The Prosecutor analyzed that
the four people, including Tseng, were
only underlings, and suspected that the
criminal organization was a tight-knit
group, including several leaders and
fund providers, which might join the
drug traffickers in the Golden Triangle
of the Indo-China Peninsula, and en-
gage in criminal activities, such as drug
trafficking and the intermediary trans-
fer and sales of weapons. Moreover, the
organization was known to constantly
deliver large amounts of heroin from
various countries of the Indo-China
Peninsula to Taiwan and the rest of the
world. Thus, the Office formed a task
force with the police, and applied to
Taipei District Court for communication
monitoring, in order to closely monitor

the international criminal organization.

II. The criminal pattern
was determined,
and seven cases of
trafficked heroin were
seized, with a weight of

over 30kg

After numerous investigations, analysis
of thousands of entries of communica-
tion records, and intensive discussions
regarding each matter, the task force
gradually outlined the identities of the
members of the organization, their exit
and entry locations, and contacts, and
determined their method of drug de-
livery. From March 2014, seven cases of
heroin, which were smuggled hidden
in luggage, were solved, and group
members Ren, Hsieh, Lin (Malaysian),
Lu, Hu (Singaporean), and others have
been arrested. Over 100 blocks of her-
oin were detained, which weighed over
30kg. After the aforementioned cases
were prosecuted, the court convicted
the members of category 1 drug traf-

ficking crimes.

II1. While the devil climbs
a post, the priest

climbs ten--Detection
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of drug trafficking of
the criminal group by

sea and land

After the task force detected the afore-
mentioned cases, this international
criminal organization stopped commit-
ting crimes for a while. However, the
task force was diligent, and continued
to monitor its illegal activities. By May
2015, investigations found that, Fang,
a member of the group, together with
two underlings, went to a tourist agen-
cy in Zhongshan District, Taipei, to pur-
chase air tickets to Vietnam. The task
force analyzed that the criminal orga-
nization might start a new operations
base, and develop other ways of drug
trafficking; hence, the task force closely

monitored their follow-up activities.

At the early stage of the investiga-
tion, the task force could only identify
suspicious accomplices by means of
communications analysis. However, as
the accomplices inside and outside Tai-
wan frequently changed their phone
numbers and adopted communications
software to contact each other, it was
difficult for the task force to gather ev-

idence. During the investigation, a total

of 122 application letters for commu-
nication monitoring were sent, and 69
mobiles with 190 lines were checked. In
the absence of specific information, the
task force still actively conducted their
investigation to learn the criminal pro-

cess.

The drug trafficking routes of this
case crossed Vietnam, Laos, mainland
China, and Hong Kong, the methods
of transportation included land and
sea, and the drugs and suspects were
separated. The route and method of
transportation were created by this
criminal group. In order to effective-
ly identify the trafficking plan of this
criminal group, Prosecutor Chen and
the task force held a total of 10 project
meetings to simulate various possible
drug trafficking routes, and they re-
trieved and interpreted relevant data.
Finally, they confirmed the drug traf-
ficking routes. It was confirmed that,
the members of the criminal group en-
tered Vietnam, and then, went to Laos
to meet with the drug traffickers. After
they obtained heroin, via parcels of
land transportation, the heroin passed
through Vietnam, mainland China, and

Hong Kong, and finally reached Taiwan.

170



On July 9, 2015, the task force learned
that, Chou and Gong, two members of
the criminal group, entered Taiwan via
Mini Three Links from Xiamen. Prose-
cutor Chen determined that the heroin
could have been loaded and ready to
enter Taiwan, thus, Chen immediate-
ly instructed the police to check the
flight of Chou and Gong to Taiwan on
the same day. More policemen were
dispatched to closely monitor the
suspects around the clock. During a
conversation at a convenience store, it
was detected that the suspects talked
about a Shenzhen container. By follow-
ing the clue, we found and investigated
the target container. Prosecutor Chen
and the task force, as well as Keelung
Customs, Customs Administration, and
the Ministry of Finance, detained a set
of furniture consisting of one lamp cov-
er and one lamp base at the TK Logis-
tics Container Distribution Station, and
found eight bricks of heroin, a category

1 drug, hidden in the lamp base.

This case marks the first case in the his-
tory of the Taipei District Prosecutors
Office involving drug trafficking routes
crossing Laos, Vietnam, mainland Chi-

na, and Hong Kong, by land and sea.
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Before the criminal group had the
opportunity to deliver drugs in large
amounts, we solved the case to effec-
tively prevent these drug being spread.
Otherwise, if the aforementioned drug
transportation routes were smooth-
ly operated, a large amount of heroin
would be delivered to Taiwan from the
Indo-China Peninsula and across main-
land China. The consequences would

be unimaginable.
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