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Taiwan Seized the Biggest
Case of Cocaine

Yi-chun Lin

I. Background
II. Investigation

III.Feature and impact
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I. Background

The Keelung District Prosecutors Office
guided Northern Mobile Work Station,
Investigation Bureau, Ministry of Justice
(hereinafter referred to as the Northern
Mobile Work Station), and the Maritime
Patrol Directorate General of the Coast
Guard Administration of the Executive
Yuan to form a task force to investigate
a drug case. It was found that, defen-
dants Yeh and Yang et al. had made
contact with subjects investigated by
the Office. Soon, the Weida Internation-
al Co., Ltd., as owned by defendant Yeh,
was investigated. Defendant Yang was
in charge of the records of export cus-
toms clearance, and it was found that
they had exported large batteries by
sea and air to Australia; however, their
delivery methods violated the general
practices of international trade. The
operation was obviously not enough
to cover the export costs, thus, it was
very likely that they trafficked the
drugs by hiding them in the batteries.
Thus, the task force asked Customs to
offer real-time notice of the exported
and imported goods, as Wei-X Yeh and
Ya-X Yang were not within the jurisdic-

tion of the Keelung District Prosecutors

Office. After coordination between the
Keelung Office and the Director Pros-
ecutor of the Narcotics Squad of our
Office, in November 2016, “defendants
Yeh and Yang were suspected of drug
trafficking via Weida”. The aforemen-
tioned task force applied to our Office,
which assigned Prosecutor Yi-chun Lin

to investigate the case.

II. Investigation

On the morning of December 1 of the
same year, the Northern Mobile Work
Station received notice from Keelung
Customs, Customs Administration,
Ministry of Finance that: Defendant
Yang, under the name of Weida, had
declared a total of 11 lead-acid batteries
with the total weight of approximate-
ly 200kg, and intended to ship them
to Australia. The local recipient was
defendant Yeh. On the morning of the
same day, Keelung Customs, Customs
Administration, Ministry of Finance sent
a notice again that: Weida imported
30 large batteries from Brazil, which
weighed about 800kg and had arrived
at the Port of Kaohsiung. The task
force urgently notified customs of the

two locations to intercept this second
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batch of cargo. At about 3 o’clock on
the afternoon of December 1, the drugs
found at China Air Cargo Corporation
Warehouse, Yangmei District, Taoyu-
an, together with those hidden in the
first batch of 11 batteries about to be
delivered to Australia, were checked
by Keelung Customs, which included
a total of 50 bags of amphetamines, a
category 2 drug, with the total weight
of approximately 50,022.08g. The
prosecutor immediately issued an ar-
rest warrant. At about 8 o’clock on the
evening of the same day, defendant
Yang was arrested, and the residence
and vehicle of defendant Yang, as well
as suspected drug-hiding locations

in Guishan Dist., Taoyuan City, were

investigated that night. Evidence, in-
cluding New Taiwan Dollars and foreign
currencies, worth NTD2.45 million, 20
9-mm flat-head bullets and dumdums,
and a BMW sedan, had been detained
by law enforcement officers. On the
second day (December 2), the prose-
cutor-in-charge remained at the Office
to command and interrogate defen-
dant Yang. Due to the teamwork spirit
of the Narcotics Squad, Hui-lin Huang,
the Director Prosecutor, assigned Pros-
ecutor Shu-ting Yang to go south for
investigation. Prosecutor Yang assisted
the project team and went to No. 47
Inspection Station of Kaohsiung Cus-
toms. They opened the container to
check the second batch of 30 batteries

e 105.12.1 the prosecutor found a total of
4 % 50 bags of amphetamines with the total
weight of approximately 50,022.08g.

105.12.2 the prosecutor found a total of

200 bags of cocaine with a weight of

203,538.839g.
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from Brazil, and found a total of 200
bags of cocaine, a category 1drug, with

a weight of 203,538.83g.

At around 6 o’clock on the afternoon
of the same day, the Northern Mobile
Work Station transferred defendant
Yang to our Office. Prosecutor Lin ap-
plied to Taipei District Court, and ob-
tained approval for detention. The oth-
er defendants, Liao and Wang, were at
large. Before the customs clearance of
the batteries containing the drugs, de-
fendant Yeh had departed to Australia.
It was suspected that Yeh went there
to wait and receive the drugs. The
prosecutor then issued arrest warrants
for Yeh and Wang, and guided the task
force to contact the Legal Secretary of
the Investigation Bureau stationed in
Australia to help arrest defendant Yeh.
Then, an application of formal mutual
legal assistance was submitted to the
Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to help arrest defendant
Yeh.

As defendant Liao knew that he could
not escape the net of justice, he volun-
tarily surrendered himself on December

6 of the same year. After the prosecu-

tor directed the task force to search
the residence of defendant Liao, and
interrogated Liao, the prosecutor ap-
plied to the court for detention of Liao.
As Liao had prepared his visa to Aus-
tralia, and could exit Taiwan anytime,
the court determined to detain Liao.
On December 8, the prosecutor guided
the task force to search the residence
of Yeh and Weida, and evidence, such
as relevant documents, mobiles, and
computers, were confiscated. The task
force was guided to check the financial
accounts of defendant Yeh, and found
that, before and after the case was reg-
istered, Yeh had transferred over NTD10
million to the accounts of his mother
and younger brother. After we contact-
ed Yeh's mother, and learned that Yeh
made phone calls to his mother to re-
ceive the funds, it was suspected that
the funds could be the illicit money
obtained by Yeh from this crime. Thus,
the funds were immediately detained.
With the consent of Yeh’s mother and
his younger brother, and the approval
of court to detain the funds, a total of
NTD13.83 million of Yeh’s illicit mon-
ey had been detained. Investigation
of Yang’s account found that several

transactions related to Australia were
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marked with the code words “"Kangaroo,
Gold Coast”. It was suspected that the
funds could be the illicit NTD1.5 million
obtained by Yang from this crime. We
applied to the court for approval to
detain this illicit money. The entire case
was closed and filed in March 2017. Due
to the delivery of the drugs mentioned
in this case, defendants Yang and Liao
were sentenced to eight years and six
months, and four years (to be deter-
mined), respectively, in jail by Taipei
District Court. Defendants Yeh and

Wang are still at large and wanted.

III.Feature and impact

Cocaine is rare in Taiwan, and a large
number of complete bricks of cocaine
have never been found. This case
seized the biggest amount of cocaine
in the history of Taiwan. This amount is
also rare internationally. The cocaine in
this case had been exported from Bra-
zil, passed Busan, South Korea, and ar-
rived in Taiwan, where it was prepared
for delivery to Australia. If successfully
delivered, it would have been worth
over NTD 12 billion in the Australian
market. The batch of methamphet-

amine was successfully exported to

Australia. It is roughly estimated that it
would be worth over NTD60O million
in the Australian market. The drugs in-
volved in this case are category 1 and
2 drugs, which are extremely addictive.
The successful block of the majority of
the category 1 and category 2 drugs
from entering the market can save tens
of millions of people from the dangers
of drugs, and effectively present the
anti-drug determination and energy
of Taiwan to all countries in the world.
The successful detainment of cocaine,
a category 1 drug, and the export of
methamphetamine, a category 2 drug,
to Australia, could allow Taiwan to
avoid being included in the list of coun-
tries of drug exports or transfer, and
from transactions in international econ-
omy and trade. This case is of great
help in safeguarding national interest
and enhancing Taiwan’s international
image and position. Both the Office
and the prosecutor-in-charge received
medals of “Excellent Anti-Drug Award”

by the Executive Yuan.
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