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Investigation and Presence
in the Court of Murder at a
Drug Party in W Hotel
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I.Investigation

| The End of a Life and the Beginning of

an Investigation

The following is the factual account
of the tragic death of a young woman
during a drug party at W Hotel in the
Xinyi District of Taipei City, Taiwan.

At 9:00 a.m. on December 7, 2076, a
carnival night in Xinyi District ended
in tragedy. A middle-aged man had
carried a handbag, and hastily walked
into the lobby of a top five-star hotel
in Xinyi District. Almost at the same
time, a young man and woman en-
tered the lobby from the hotel's guest
room. The man and woman hurriedly
led the man into the elevator and go to
25th floor. Upon reaching the floor, the
young woman pressed others forward
and opened the door to a room. In the
room, a young woman in her prime
was gasping on the couch, and did not

seem very sober.

The man took out drip bottles, needles,
and medicine bottles, and started to
administer an injection to the girl in the
back of her hand. It is rumored that

such an injection can lessen the dis-

comfort after drug use, and is literally

named -- "detoxification injection”.

Time elapsed as the liquid in the drip
bottle was administered, and 40 min-
utes later, the young woman still had
not recovered. The middle-aged man
commented that "The injection didn’t
work and the girl must be sent to the
hospitall” The panicked onlookers hur-
ried to put a bathrobe and panties on
the young woman, then a young man
in the room carried the unconscious
girl on his back, went downstairs with
the previously mentioned man and
woman, immediately walked through
the lobby and placed the girl on the
rear seat of a taxi parked at the door of
the hotel. The two men entered the taxi
and instructed the driver to "Rush to
the emergency room of Cathay General

Hospitall Hurry up!”

Following the passengers' instructions,
the driver stopped the taxi in front of
the emergency room of Cathay Gener-
al Hospital, and the two men took the
unconscious girl into the emergency
room, where medical staff immediately
started treatment. The medical staff
considered their behavior as strange,

and secretly informed nearby police to
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investigate this matter. When seeing
the police, instead of telling the truth,
the two men began to tell lies, deceived
the police on site, and concealed their
relationship with the girl. They also lied
about where they found the girl, and
gave a fictional address where the girl
took a taxi, in order to cover up the dis-

gusting facts.

As the girl's condition was poor, and
she was fighting for her life, Cathay
General Hospital soon transferred the
girl to Taipei Veterans General Hospi-
tal for further treatment. Nevertheless,
although every effort was made to
save her, she met her death there. The
corpse of the young woman was imme-
diately transferred to and kept at Taipei
City Mortuary Services Office Second
Funeral Parlor. The initial diagnosis of
the hospital revealed that the young
woman died from drug poisoning, and
the police in charge of this district
applied to Taipei District Prosecutors
Office for a judicial autopsy in accor-
dance with procedures. However, since
the two men told lies to medical staff
and the police, the police in charge of
this district initially did not know that

the crime scene was actually a five-star

hotel, the "W Hotel", located in Xinyi
District, Taipei City, and thus, could not
immediately attend the scene at W Ho-
tel to preserve evidence. However, the
truth could not be easily covered up by
such lies, and as time passed, the lies

were exposed.

When attending the Taipei City Mor-
tuary Services Office, Second Funeral
Parlor, the responsible prosecutors con-
sidered the circumstances surrounding
the presence of the young woman in
the hotel room. How did she get into
the room? What happened behind the
door of the hotel room until she was

carried, unconscious, out of the room?

2The "Complete" Investigation Process

against Time

At around 11 a.m. on December 8,
2016, Wei-chi Hsu, the prosecutor in
charge of the field services of the Tai-
pei District Prosecutors Office, received
a notification from the Bailiff Office.
The Shi-Lin District Prosecutors Office
had conducted an autopsy on a young
woman who died from an overdose
under its jurisdiction, and notified the
prosecutor on duty that day to pre-

pare to accept the case. The main-
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stream media quickly disseminated
the information about this case, and
published sensational headlines and
keywords, such as "bizarre death of a
girl in a bathrobe in the five-star hotel
W Hotel", "sudden death of an obscure
model”, "carried out from a hotel in a
bathrobe and died after being taken
to hospital”, "drug party”, and "vulgar
tycoon involved in murder”. As a result,
people's curiosity and expectations of
justice were increasing, and the media
paid tremendous attention to this case.
"Time" has always been the first and
greatest enemy of prosecutors, as time
dilutes everything, including witnesses

and evidence in criminal cases.

(MWAutopsy - Reconstruction of "Physi-

cal Scene" of the Victim

As soon as the case was accepted, the

responsible prosecutor believed that

this case had considerable doubts, so
he rapidly scheduled an autopsy of the
deceased's body with the Institute of
Forensic Medicine, Ministry of Justice,
on the afternoon of the next day. This
autopsy was designed to confirm the
cause of death, collect the blood of the
deceased for examination, and collect
specimens to confirm whether the de-
ceased had suffered sexual abuse be-
fore death. However, the first difficulty
was that it took some operational time
to get the verification results of "autop-
sy verification conclusion (to confirm
the cause of the death)”, "blood test
procedures (to confirm what kinds of
drugs are left in the bloodstream of
the body)"”, and "DNA identification
procedures (to confirm whether there
was sexual abuse)”. In other words,
although the responsible prosecutor

made a bold assumption that the de-

1.All investigation means or disciplinary measures adopted in the investigation of this case are

detailed, as follows: inquest (including necropsy, autopsy, site investigation, and restoration and

identification of detained mobile phones), summon, arrest, search, detention and verification

(including autopsy, blood, and DNA of the deceased), verification permit (collecting urine and

hair of people present), access to communications records, application for communication

monitoring (dismissed by the court for post-hoc verification), arrest by prosecutors of the court,

bail, application for detention, and incommunicado. The myriad of types and wide scopes of the

investigation means or disciplinary measures are unparalleled by general cases.
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ceased might have taken an excessive
amount of drugs before her death, it
would still be impossible to conclu-
sively determine the cause of death,
or the composition and concentration
of drugs in her body, until the autopsy
verification conclusions were reached.
To put it in other way, it was possible
to substantially reverse the original as-
sumption of the prosecutors and police
officers. Thus, any investigation con-
ducted before the results of autopsy
verification were released would be in
vain. Even so, the assumption had to
be made; it was impossible to rule out
the possibility that "someone should
be held responsible for the victim's
death”. While the victim was dead, and
could not tell the truth about this case,
her body itself was the most important
and only objective evidence left behind
by this murder. Once the body was
handed over the family members of the
deceased and cremated, the only evi-

dence would be destroyed accordingly.

(2)Field Investigation into the Crime
Scene—The Crime Scene Was De-

stroyed

Swift movement is the best tactic.

While waiting for the autopsy verifica-
tion conclusions, the responsible pros-
ecutor commanded the responsible
police officers of the Xinyi Division to
report all the details of the case in the
shortest time possible. Additionally, he
required the preservation of the surveil-
lance video files for the entrance door,
lobby, areas inside and outside the ele-
vator, and the room corridors of W Ho-
tel, in order to confirm the exact time
that the deceased entered and left the
room, and interviewed all the persons
entering and leaving the room, as soon
as possible. In addition, the responsible
prosecutor assigned other people to
retrieve the emergency medical records
of the deceased from Cathay General
Hospital and Taipei Veterans General
Hospital, and instructed the forensic
personnel of the police station to im-
mediately enter the incident room and
complete evidence collection, in order
to preserve evidence in the shortest

time.

After the relevant tasks were assigned,
the responsible prosecutor soon re-
ceived feedback from the police, but it
was all discouraging news. First, the re-

sponsible police officers were informed
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that W Hotel had cleaned the incident
room, meaning the room was not in the
same status as when the crime took
place. Moreover, towels, bed sheets,
garbage, and other articles used by
the people concerned in the room had
been cleaned or discarded, thus, no
relevant evidence could be gathered.
No clues regarding what happened in
that room during the 120 hours of the
crime could be found from the trace

left there.

(3)Cross-sector Case Handling Group
was set up for the first time—To
Maximize the Synergy of the Investi-

gation

However, in this phase, this case can
be divided into two major parts, "in-

vestigating who should be responsi-

ble for the murder” and "tracking how
the drugs entered the body of the
deceased"”, according to the original
inference and the existing evidence.
Although this case attracted great at-
tention, nearly a hundred other cases
handled by the responsible prosecutor
were still processed as scheduled, and
could not be neglected. In order to
give full play to the division of labor for
the group handling the case, and en-
hance the synergy of the investigation,
the chief prosecutor, Tai-chao Hsing,
took the lead in setting up a project
group within one week after the crime
occurred. The members consisted of
head prosecutors Hsiang-chen Hsu and
Fang-chou Hsiao, and prosecutors Wei-
chi Hsu and Chun-tang Wang. After
listening to the briefing, the chief pros-

» this case can be divided into two major parts:

o Who should be responsible for the murder?

o How the drugs entered the body of the deceased?
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ecutor gave instructions, as follows:
The original responsible prosecutor ,
Wei-chi Hsu (the People's Livelihood
Group), and head prosecutor of the
People's Livelihood Group, Hsiang-chen
Hsu, were directly held responsible for
investigation into the death of the vic-
tim. Additionally, a prosecutor of the
Drug Enforcement Task Force, Chun-
tang Wang, and the head prosecutor
of the Drug Enforcement Task Force,
Fang-chou Hsiao, were appointed to
track the sources of the drugs in this
drug party, and even further track the
drug retailers (commonly known as
small bees) who freguent hotels, night-
clubs, and restaurants, in a bid to iden-
tify the types and forms of drugs that
may have appeared at this drug party.

After intensive project meetings and
brainstorming, the project group
roughly judged that, since this crime
took place in a confined space, the

persons involved should be specific.

However, as the evidence at the scene
had been destroyed by people (includ-
ing the persons in the room and hotel
cleaners), the process of the crime
must focus on "statements of persons
in the room". However, given the con-
siderable uncertainties of "human con-
fessions”, in order to reconstruct the
entire process of this drug party, the
project group members unanimously
decided to supplement the most lack-
ing objective evidence in this murder
(such as the urine and hair of the per-
sons at the party, identification and
restoration of the mobile phones of the
people concerned, and the images dis-
played on the monitors), in addition to
"finding the persons in the room" and
obtaining and comparing their confes-
sions. Therefore, the project group pre-
liminarily determined that the following
investigations should be simultaneously

conducted:
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(3)detain the mobile phones of all
persons entering and leaving the
room, collect evidence, restore any
deleted contents, and confirm the
dialogs among these persons, and
between these persons and other

persons.

(4)analyze the two-way call logs,

calls, and positions of the base sta-
tions of the mobile networks of all
persons entering and leaving the
room before and after the crime to
determine their position and activi-

ty trajectories.

N

Additionally, according to active or
passive participation, relationship, and
other factors, the members of this drug
party can be roughly classified into
"organizers", "invited friends”, "obscure
models and prostitutes who did not

know the organizers or participating
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friends”, and "people assisting in cop-
ing with the aftermath after the crime”,
thus, all persons entering and leaving
the room were classified in line with the
related evidence to facilitate the deter-
mination of responsible subjects and

the scope of responsibility.
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(4)Bottlenecks in the Investigation and

Inexplicable Obstacles

The video files of the hotel during the
crime are extremely important, as they
can confirm the identity of persons en-
tering and leaving the room, they can
help to judge the items held by these
persons when entering and leaving
the room, they can show who did not
enter the room, but had contact with
the members in the room, and other
important facts. Therefore, these video
security files did, in fact, provide some
of the most crucial evidence for recon-
structing the scene in this case. Howev-
er, as informed by the hotel technicians,
due to the monitoring system design,
the reproduction of each monitor vid-
eo file must take the same time as the
length of the file. In other words, if the
monitor video files for 5 days and in 5
different places must be retrieved, a
total of 25 days is needed. Neverthe-
less, the security video files of W Hotel

were kept for one month only, so it was

difficult for the project group to decide
to which files to retrieve regarding the

correct place and time.

Moreover, as based on medical liter-
ature, the metabolic period of drugs
in the human body will vary according
to time and the type of drug, meaning
any drugs taken by humans must be
gradually excreted according to their
metabolism. The longer the time, the
less the drug remaining in the body. Af-
ter the victim's death in the hospital on
the morning of December 8, the pros-
ecutors and police officers immedi-
ately collected evidence. Based on the
housing records provided by W Hotel,
the room was occupied by a platinum
VIP member, Lung-X Chu, since the
afternoon of December 2, 2016. It can
be calculated that six days had passed
by the time the responsible prosecutor
was notified by the Bailiff Office on the
morning of December 8, 2016. If the
prosecutors and police officers wanted

to sample the urine and hair of persons

LE

any drugs taken by humans must be gradually excreted according

to their metabolism. The longer the time, the less the drug remain-

ing in the bodly.
(11
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in the room to determine whether the
drugs were used in this room, and to
further prove the victim also took the
same type of drugs in the room before
her death, they must quickly deter-
mine the identities of the drug party
members to track them down, or the
important evidence retained in these
members' bodies would gradually dis-

appear.

Although Lung-X Chu booked the
room in her name, and thus, was found
in the shortest time, it was determined
that Yen-X Hung and Wei-X Chiang
sent the deceased to the hospital, and
when investigators checked the secu-
rity videos of the room's corridor, as
provided by W Hotel, they found that
many young men and women, of un-
known identities, had also entered and
left the room, in addition to the victim,
Lung-X Chu, Yen-X Hung, and Wei-X
Chiang. Moreover, Lung-X Chu had de-
leted all the contact information with
other accomplices in her mobile phone
before appearing in court, and inten-
tionally nicknamed herself as "Hsiao-
yen", "A-hsiao"”, etc. The remaining

young women entering and leaving the

room argued that they did not know
each other, so it was more difficult for
the police to pinpoint the birth dates
of persons concerned or participants.
Moreover, under the extensive cover-
age of the media, the case had long
caught the attention of the public, and
in order to seek protection, the persons
concerned or participants had long fled
the area, and were difficult to contact.
Therefore, it was very difficult to find
the relevant persons that entered and

left the room to collect urine and hair.

Furthermore, the later the important
persons concerned were arrested, the
higher the chances of contact and
collusion between them. However, 2
days after this case was initiated, only
Lung-X Chu, who had booked the
room, had appeared in court and gave
ambiguous descriptions of the involved
persons, thus, the testimonies of oth-
er persons entering and leaving the
room could not be obtained in a timely
manner. In addition, while the respon-
sible prosecutor appointed forensic
officers from the police station to col-
lect evidence in the room concerned,

the crime scene was cleaned up and
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the evidence destroyed by the hotel's
cleaning staff. Moreover, the victim's
mobile phone, which may have con-
tained the most important information,
was also deliberately taken away and
discarded by Tse-X Chen, who was
in the room after the overdose took
place, and could not be found. Worse
still, suspect Yen-X Hung and the relat-
ed person, "Chiang-chiang”, who had
appeared in court, later confessed that
the mobile phone had been discarded
before they appeared, in order to pre-
vent their detention and involvement in
the case. Clearly, the efforts to obtain
evidence failed in the early investiga-
tion of the case, and it was difficult
to grasp the main outline of the case
based solely on existing and missing

evidence.

In a race against time to uncover the
truth about the death of the deceased
before the evidence was lost to time,
the project group began to work day

and night.

(5)A Glimmer of Hope— Blood, Urine,

and Hair Verification and "ldentifica-
tion of Mobile Communication De-

vices?"

As the prosecutors and police offi-
cers compared the monitor video files,
about 600 hours in total (approximately
120 hours for each of the five files), an-
alyzed the communication records of
relevant persons, and restored and ex-
amined the calls stored in the retained
mobile phones, they gradually deter-
mined the true identity of the persons
who entered and left the room, and
took part in the drug party. As of De-
cember 19, 2016, a total number of nine
related persons were summoned by the
responsible prosecutors and police offi-
cers, including Lung-X Chu, Wei-X Chi-
ang, Yen-X Hung, Hsueh-X Tsai, Tse-X
Chen, Han-X Chen, Di-X Wang, and Yi-X
Wang. Moreover, after collecting the
urine and hair samples of the said nine
persons, according to the verification
permit issued by the responsible prose-
cutors or by obtaining the said persons’
consent, the samples were immediately

sent to Taiwan Advance Bio-Pharma-

2.Also known as "mobile phone forensics”. The reasons and prospects of conducting this business

by the drug database of the Office are detailed in other sections of this paper.
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ceutical (special testing institution of
the Taipei City Police Department) and
Laboratory on Drug Abuse under In-

vestigation Bureau, MOJ, for testing.

According to the entrusted testing
agreement, as executed by the Tai-
pei City Police Department, and the
testing organization, Taiwan Advance
Bio-Pharmaceutical, the entrusted test-
ing items of urine only include "opium
(heroin),” "amphetamine,” "cannabis,”
"MDMA (ecstasy) ","ketamine”, and
other traditional common drug items;
while the Laboratory on Drug Abuse
under the Investigation Bureau, MOJ
only conducts hair testing for "heroin”,
"amphetamine drug”, "synthetic can-
nabis,” "ketamine,” and "phenylethyl-
amine". However, most of the emerging
drugs available in hotels and nightclubs
for entertainment, such as PMA, Me-
phedrone, Methylone, and Ethylone, are
packaged in homemade coffee bags
and mixed with myriad drugs. The re-
sponsible prosecutors, after many in-
quiries, chose Taipei Veterans General
Hospital Department of Clinical Toxi-
cology & Occupational Medicine, which
has long been entrusted by judicial and

police organs to test urine and drugs;

given the fact that the said emerging
drugs are not traditionally entrusted
testing items, and due to the deficien-
cy of testing items, in order to prevent
the efforts of the prosecutors and po-
lice officers being in vain, they applied
themselves to figuring out the identity
of the drug party goers, and collected
their urine and hair after summoning
them to court. The Department could
test whether there were metabolites of
the many emerging drugs found in the
urine, and thus, used more sophisticat-
ed testing equipment to obtain more
accurate test values when testing the
said traditional entrusted test items.
Upon approval by the chief prosecutor,
the responsible prosecutors immedi-
ately instructed the responsible police
officers to send the collected urine of
the said 9 persons to Taipei Veterans
General Hospital for testing, and con-
tacted the responsible person of the
Department to confirm the pace of

testing every day.

While waiting for the release of rele-
vant testing reports, specific prosecu-
tion investigators of the Office's drug
database, Criminal Investigation Divi-

sion of Taipei City Police Department,

205

K4
(=
=
Q
()
=~
V]
-+
V]
O
=
c
«Q
i)
7]
-
<
=
I
o
-+
L

B



Drug Enforcement Center, and other
organizations, as instructed by the
responsible prosecutors, collected ev-
idence from the existing detained mo-
bile phones (owners included Lung-X
Chu, Wei-X Chiang, Hsueh-X Tsai, Tse-X
Chen, Han-X Chen, and Di-X Wang),
and achieved results. The investigation
discovered the true identities of the
party goers, including "Man-man", "Chi-
ang-chiang”, "Yi-X Chang", and "Wu-X
Shih", "A-pao" a suspected drug smug-
gler who contacted the party goers,
and "Cheng-X Wu" who gave the de-

toxification injection at the crime scene.

(6)Break Defense with Empathy -- In-
terrogated People Present at the
Crime Scene Regarding what they

Saw and Heard, and the Connection

The memories of the witnesses were
also affected by "time"; they forgot
or confused the facts as time went

by, their memories could have been

guided by the contents of media cov-
erage during that period, or may even
have been affected by public opinion.
Worse still, the witnesses could collude
with the suspects, meaning the testi-
monies of the witnesses may be false.
Therefore, after figuring out the true
identities of all party goers, the proj-
ect group immediately summoned the
prostitutes that took part in this drug
party through a prostitution compa-
ny or a hotel broker, including "Man-
man” and "Chiang-chiang” as well as
Di-X Wang, Yi-X Wang, Yu-X Yang,
and Ling-X Tang, who knew the orga-
nizer Lung -X Chu. After the respon-
sible prosecutors constantly analyzed
the stakes during the interrogation,
and demanded that the interrogated
should assist in finding out the cause of
the victim's death with empathy, they
gradually broke through the defenses
of the interrogated. Their original, and

almost useless, confessions consisted
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of a variety of excuses, such as "too
drunk to remember" and "too drowsy
to remember"”, were improved upon
further interrogation. Moreover, the
details of the drug party's start, pro-
cess, and end were more complete. All
records of interrogation were carefully
scrutinized and the greatest common
factor of the suspects’ confessions was
obtained, thus, clarifying the identity of
all drug party goers and other relation-
ships. Additionally, after the responsible
prosecutors compared the evidence
collected from mobile phones, per-
sonally examined the detained mobile
phone of Lung-X Chu, and spent large
amounts of time checking the contents
on the phone, they eventually found
the key messaging software conver-
sation records, meaning when Lung-X
Chu invited her friend Di-X Wang, and
other female friends, to attend the
drug party. Therefore, it was clear that
Lung-X Chu did not book a room in her
name only, she was invited to take part
in the drug party, and was even one of
the organizers of the party. Yen-X Hung
and Hsueh-X Tsai assisted the organiz-
er Lung -X Chu in contacting friends

that were drug traffickers. Wei-X Chi-

ang was a participating friend, and
also provided drugs, while Yi-X Chang,
Wu-X Shih, and Hsiu-X Hsueh either
entered the room or delivered items
in public places in the hotel during the
party. Yen-X Hung and Wei-X Chiang
were suspected of supplying drugs
for this party. Di-X Wang, Yi-X Wang,
Yu-X Yang, and Ling-X Tang were fe-
male friends invited to the drug party,
while Tse-X Chen, Han-X Chen, and
the fake doctor, Cheng-X Wu, who had
administered the detoxification injec-
tion, were the members who arrived at
the scene to deal with the aftermath
of the incident. The said details of the
case boosted the morale of the project
group, proved that the original inves-
tigation ideas were correct, and that
the assumptions about the case did
not diverge from reality. These details
laid the foundation for planning a clean
sweep of "the drug users in the room”
"the drug suppliers in the room"”, and
"the sources of supplying drugs in the

room".

At this time, Taipei Veterans General
Hospital and the Laboratory on Drug

Abuse under the Investigation Bureau,

207

K4
(=
=
Q
()
=~
V]
-+
V]
O
=
c
«Q
i)
7]
-
<
=
I
o
-+
L

B



MOJ finally released the test reports
of the urine and hair tests. After com-
paring the reports with the autopsy
verification and blood test reports of
the victim, the assumption that "those
present will have the metabolites of the
same drugs, since they took drugs from
the same source” was finally proved by
objective scientific instruments, thus,
this case no longer had to rely on "con-

fession evidence” only.

(7)The Time Was Ripe - Settle the Case

While this case originally hit a bottle-
neck, due to the unremitting efforts
of prosecutors and police officers, it
finally reached a turning point, and the
crime scene was reconstructed after
the witnesses who participated in the
party and arrived at the scene after the
incident, gradually appeared in court,
and relevant test reports were released.
After an investigation of approximately
1,080 hours (45 days), the prosecutors
finally restored the 120 hours in the
crime room of W Hotel through in-
complete and fragmented testimonies,
and material evidence. On January 23,
2017, the project group decided that

the time was ripe, and they discussed

the facts with the responsible police
offers, and planned a clean sweep, and
after the responsible prosecutor issued
a warrant and applied to the court for
permission to hunt down the suspect-
ed drug smugglers, Yi-X Chang, Wu-X
Shih, and Hsiu-X Hsueh, and a total of
18 people were arrested, including the
suspected “small bees” who supplied
drugs via the contact network of those
present. A total of about 940 grams of
ketamine, electronic scales, and case
with more than NTD430,000 were
seized. With respect to who was direct-
ly associated with this drug party, apart
from Yi-X Chang, who appeared in
court after being arrested, Wei-X Chi-
ang, who voluntarily appeared in court
after being summoned, was believed to
be a major suspect with clear evidence
after the interrogation by the respon-
sible prosecutors , and was notified of
being placed under arrest in court. The
responsible prosecutors applied to the
court for the detention and incommu-
nicado of the suspects, and gained its
approval. In accordance with the pro-
vision of Article 23-11 of the Narcotics
Hazard Prevention Act, after deliber-

ation, Lung-X Chu and Yen-X Hung,
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After an investigation of approximately 1,080 hours (45 days), the

prosecutors finally restored the 120 hours in the crime room of W

Hotel through incomplete and fragmented testimonies, and materi-

11 al evidence.

who also voluntarily appeared in court
after being summoned, were notified
of their arrest after interrogation by the
responsible prosecutors. The respon-
sible prosecutors applied to the court
for the detoxification of the suspects in
the detention center, and gained its ap-
proval. In this way, the drug smugglers,
as well as key persons at this drug par-
ty, were prevented from meeting the
organizer and witnesses after the case
occurred. Out of prudence, the respon-
sible prosecutors interviewed Lung-X
Chu and Yen-X Hung during their de-
toxification in the detention center, as
well as Wei-X Chiang and Yi-X Chang
during their detention and incommuni-
cado, in order to confirm the details of

the case.

(8) End of the Investigation and Resto-

ration of the Facts

According to the final findings of the

investigation, the victim did not merely
die from drug overdose. In fact, an ab-
surd drug party was held in the crime
room starting from the early hours of
December 3. During the 5 days and 4
nights, all the people in the room came
and left, but what was unchanged
was miscellaneous drugs that were
banned from holding and using by Tai-
wan laws, such as drug-laced instant
coffee, borneol, ecstasy, drug-laced
candy and ketamine. After Lung-X Chu,
Yen-X Hung and Hsueh-X Tsai, who or-
ganized this party, had obtained these
drugs from participating friend and
drug smuggler Wei-X Chiang, and drug
smuggler Yi-X Chang through different
channels, an unlimited number of these
drugs were supplied to the members
in the room. On the second night of
the drug party, the deceased received
an invitation from Yen-X Hung to enter

into the room in order to earn money
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by playing games with the guests. In
the following 3 days and nights, the
deceased did not sleep at all. During
the party, she played different games
with people in the room, drank the
drug-laced instant coffee on the table,
and took ecstasy pills with different
labels, and finally lost consciousness
under the effects of different drugs.
However, the people in the room did
not send the deceased to hospital as
soon as possible, but for fear and eva-
sion, called the fake doctor Cheng-X
Wu with a doctor's license who only
gave the conscious girl an injection
containing multi-vitamins. As they did
not want this crime to be disclosed, a

young woman gradually lost her life.

Eventually, on February 21, 2017, 75
days after the case began, the project
group prosecuted 3 people, including
Lung-X Chu, Yen-X Hung, and Hsueh-X
Tsai for transferring prohibited drugs,
and Wei-X Chiang and Yi-X Chang for

trafficking drugs. In addition, Tse-X
Chen, who assisted in destroying ev-
idence, and the fake doctor, Cheng-X
Wu, who administered the detoxifica-
tion injection, were prosecuted for the
offenses of destruction of evidence
and violation of the Physicians Act, re-
spectively. Drug users in the room and
friends participating the drug party,
including Di-X Wang, Yi-X Wang, Yu-X
Yang, and Ling-X Tang, as well as pros-
titutes "Man-man" and "Chiang-chiang”,
worked with the police, and decided
to provide information regarding this
crime, thus, they were offered deferred
prosecution, which stipulated the sup-
plementary condition of detoxification

treatment.

(9OWhen You Want Something, All the
Universe Conspires in Helping You

to Achieve It

In the early investigation into this case,

the following factors occurred, which
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hindered the truth: (1) Tse-X Chen and
others who appeared in the court had
cleaned and altered the original con-
dition of the room, and discarded the
drugs in the room together with the
victim's mobile phone; moreover, by
cleaning the room, W Hotel did not
assist in maintaining the original con-
dition of the room. (2) In order to es-
cape punishment, Lung-X Chu, Yen-X
Hung, Wei-X Chiang, and Hsueh-X Tsai
deliberately deleted their contact re-
cords, and even destroyed their mobile
phones. (3) The timeliness of urine and
hair testing was not ideal; however, the
project group spent extra time and
made more efforts since they were de-
termined to find the truth, and did not
want the victim to die for unknown rea-
sons, while not delaying the handling
of other general cases. Meanwhile, this
case received the full support of the
Institute of Forensic Medicine, Ministry

of Justice, Xinyi Police Precinct, Taipei

211

City Police Department, Drug Enforce-
ment Center under Taipei City Police
Department, Taipei Veterans General
Hospital, Investigation Bureau, MOJ,
and other organizations, and gradually
surmounted a wide range of human
and time obstacles, to gradually reveal
the truth.

I1. Public Prosecution and

Presence in the Court

The responsible prosecutors, Wei-chi
Hsu and Chun-tang Wang, engaged in
the public prosecution of this case on
February 21, 2017. To achieve a smooth
connection between the investigation
results and public prosecution, these
two prosecutors transferred the case
to Taiwan’s Taipei District Court after
Wei-X Chiang and Yen-X Hung were
prosecuted. Additionally, on the day
that Lung-X Chu and Yi-X Chang com-

pleted detoxification in the detention
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center, and were escorted to the court
to decide whether they should be de-
tained, the two prosecutors accompa-
nied public prosecutor, Ju-yu Wang, to
the court and expressed their opinions,
and obtained the support of all re-
sponsible judges of the collegial panel
to continue the detention of the said
criminals, in order to lower the risk of
potential collusion of the testimonies of

the withesses concerned.

During the trial of this case, the Nation-
al Affairs Conference on Judicial Re-
form was in full swing, thus, this case,
and the people involved, received close
attention from the media and the pub-
lic. After reading the dossiers, the pub-
lic prosecutor believed the evidence in
the dossiers was complete. For a better
understanding of the investigation, and
to increase confidence in justice of the
judges of the collegial panel, the pub-
lic, and the victim's families, the public
prosecutor decided to deal with the
case in line with the following princi-

ples:

(M Interrogation, argument, and recon-

struction of the scene in vernacular

Due to the difficult legal language and

professional knowledge required, pre-
vious trials have often found that the
public and the media do not know the
depth of prosecutors’ efforts in han-
dling such cases, or the integrity of the
evidence presented, thus, the public
Taipei District Prosecutors Office con-
sidered that plain and lucid language
would provide judges with sufficient
time to understand the evidence
proposed by the prosecutors during
lengthy proceedings. Therefore, in this
case, from interrogation to argument,
all efforts were made to present the
question design and argument process

in easily understood language.

In order to attain such a goal, coop-
eration among the public prosecutor,
investigation prosecutors, and legal
medical experts of the Taipei District
Prosecutors Office is of great impor-
tance, as the dossiers include large
numbers of drug reports and medical
records, security screen images, and
autopsy verification reports. After un-
derstanding and analyzing the legal
arguments in the indictment, as well as
the professional reports in the dossiers,
they presented the said information

in easily understood language. Mean-
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while, prior to each court session, the
backgrounds of the witnesses and re-
lated evidence in the dossiers had to
be understood, meaning that each in-
terrogation would enable the judges to
personally go through a situation, and
return to the room of W Hotel during

the 4 days of the drug party.

During the arguments, the meaning of
all data in the victim's medical records
and autopsy reports must be explained
in easily understood language, and
the possible experiences of the victim
before death should be elaborated
on through the accurate descriptions
presented in the reports. Investigation
prosecutors are the people who dis-
cover the truth, while the public prose-
cutor is responsible for telling the story
in court, reconstructing the scene, and
convincing the court of the truth of the
facts, as identified by the investigation

prosecutors.

(2)Make good use of electronic evi-
dence to guide the judges and the

public to understand the case

From the beginning of 2017, the Taipei
District Prosecutors Office has start-
ed to present electronic evidence in
the court. While it was initially diffi-
cult to present, after actual use, it was
found that electronic evidence was
very helpful for preparing arguments,
presentation, and grasping the inter-
rogation process. For example, when
prosecutors present electronic evi-
dence throughout their argument, it
can directly present the evidence for
comparison with the photos and testi-
monies of witnesses, and point out any
discrepancies, hostility, or false defense
of the defendant.

While the defense only can read out
the records of the witness or the de-

fendant, prosecutors can directly pres-

LE

During the arguments, the meaning of all data in the victim’s medi-

cal records and autopsy reports must be explained in easily under-

stood language, and the possible experiences of the victim before

death should be elaborated on through the accurate descriptions

(114 presented in the reports.
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ent the records and photos of interro-
gation, investigation, and trial, in order
that the judges have direct access to
the evidence when hearing the argu-
ments, hence, strengthening the inner
conviction to recognize the truth, and
rendering the entire story more com-

plete.

For example, in the exposition of cause
and effect, the defendant in this case
put forward the argument that the vic-
tim had taken drugs, and thus, should
bear the responsibility. Therefore, the
prosecutors directly used the photos
and test reports in the electronic evi-
dence to prove a definite causal rela-
tionship between the victim's death
and the defendant's criminal offense,

which was more convincing.

(3)Start from the perspectives of the

victim and the victim's families

Under the current policies of criminal
proceedings and trial, the victim in a
murder case is often reduced to a sim-
ple presentation of evidence. Through-
out the interactive interrogation and ar-
gument, the focus is often only on the
murder process and the defendant's

personal analysis; whereas, the victim

can only speak through the contents
of the dossier. How to make the judges
feel the real existence of the victim and
feel the grief of their families is a sig-
nificant mission of public prosecutors.
During the preparation process, a de-
fendant and their defense will put for-
ward the theory that the victim should
be responsible for putting themselves
in possible danger in an attempt to
mitigate their criminal act. Accordingly,
prosecutors try to present the evidence
from the victim's perspective during
arguments. This victim was only 21
years old, a young woman from Taitung
that died from drugs in Taipei while
trying to earn meager remuneration
by playing games with guests, thus,
the presentation of prosecution argu-
ments hope to reinforce the judges' in-
ner conviction regarding the facts, and
serve as a warning to the youth of the
nation, as well as the public in general,
that they should be cautious and avoid

drugs.

ITI.Conclusions

In the course of public prosecution,
continuous communication and dis-

cussions between investigation and
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prosecution departments will enable
public prosecutors to quickly grasp
the facts of a case. Furthermore,
with the help and instruction of the
legal medical expert of the Office,
Shih-tsung Li, the effects of taking
different drugs (medicines) on the
human body were known, and clear-
ly showed the efficiency and team
work of the group handling the case
and cooperating with prosecutors
and police officers. The defendants
and organizers of the drug party,
including Lung-X Chu, Yen-X Hung,
and Hsueh-X Tsai, were sentenced
by the court of the first instance for
transferring drugs and causing death,
and their prison sentences ranged
from 10 years and 6 months to 10
years. Moreover, the drug smugglers
and the defendants involved after
the fact, including Wei-X Chiang, Yi-X
Chang, Tse-X Chen, and Cheng-X Wu,
were sentenced by the court of the
first instance. After hearing about
the verdict of the first instance, the
victim's families were grateful to the
Taipei District Prosecutors Office, as
we gave the victim a voice to fight for
justice, which was acknowledged by

the victim's family.

Recalling this case, the media reported
that Lung-X Chu, the organizer of this
drug party, was born into an affluent
family, and was previously a web ce-
lebrity. As this crime scene was in a
high-end five-star hotel in Taipei's Xinyi
District, and the case involved sensa-
tional keywords, such as drug parties,
obscure models, and death from tak-
ing drugs, it attracted extensive social
attention, and can be described as a
classic case of emerging drug parties
for entertainment that result in death
of participants from drug overdose.
Regarding the subsequent effects of
this case, in addition to attracting pub-
lic attention to the crisis of the abuse
of emerging drugs by young people,
this case also causes communities to
strongly request that the restaurant,
tourism, and accommodation sector
bear the responsibility of reporting.
Furthermore, this case facilitated an
amendment to Article 31-1 of the Nar-
cotics Hazard Prevention Act, which
makes it a great achievement, and
hopes to further curb the unhealthy
trend of drug abuse and prevent more
young people from being poisoned by

drugs.
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