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A New Approach to Anti-Drug
Crackdowns and Campaigns
(2016-2017)

Hui-lin Huang
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[I.Campus Drug Prevention and Drug Enforce-
ment

[II.Clampdowns on Drug Enforcement Hotspots
IV.Cross-Border Drug Busting and at the Source

V.Response to Changes in Funding for Illicit Drug
Purchases and Money Laundering of Drug Traf-
ficking Proceeds

VI.Implementation of New Anti-Drug Policy
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I. Introduction

Substance abuse is an important issue
and chronic headache for all countries
in the world. On May 30, 2016 when
Premier Lin of the Executive Yuan
chaired the crime report for the first
time (the government’s fifth crime re-
port during the year), he emphasized
that the drug problem is one of the top
priorities for the new administration.
On August 26, 2016 when he convened
the 21st anti-drug meeting, he instruct-
ed the Ministry of Justice to coordinate
with its subordinates and law enforce-
ment agencies to combat drugs and
encourage abstinence. This cross-de-
partment initiative aims to reduce new
addicts aged 18-24 with effective an-

ti-drug crackdown and campaigns.

To meet the goals set by Premier Lin,
the Prosecutors Office has been for-
mulating plans to fight drugs on school
campuses, from the origin and at
hotspots, and targeting different sub-
stances to promote the effectiveness
of abstinence. The two directors of our
Drug Enforcement Administration have
been taking on respective responsibili-
ties and participating in the preparation

and operation of the drug database

under the leadership of the Taiwan
High Prosecutors Office. A masterplan
has been mapped out to boost the ef-
fectiveness of anti-drugs operations by
collaborating with other governments
in cross-border drug investigations,
blocking drugs on campus, and pro-
moting anti-drug campaigns and ad-

diction treatment.

II.Campus Drug
Prevention and Drug

Enforcement

In September 2016, Hui-lin Huang (Chief
Prosecutor in Hsin Division) and Fang-
chou Hsiao (Chief Prosecutor in Yi Di-
vision) of the Anti-Drug Division from
our offices visited the Department of
Student Affairs and Special Education
of the Ministry of Education, in order
to understand the progress up to date
and the difficulties associated with an-
ti-drug campaigns in schools and uni-
versities orchestrated by the Ministry of
Education, the Taipei City Government
Department of Education, and the New
Taipei City Department of Education.
Multiple meetings were organized by
the Department of Student Affairs and
Special Education of the Ministry of
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Education to learn about the high risk
profile of students and to hear from
highly concerned students about the
process of referring individuals to the
Department of Health for addiction
treatments, as well as issues confront-
ed by the Taipei City Government De-
partment of Education and the New
Taipei City Department of Education.
We assisted the Taipei City Govern-
ment Department of Education in May
2017 to arrange six events targeted at
ten high-risk schools in Taipei City. The

prosecutors dedicated to anti-drug

wars visited these schools and spoke
to the teachers and specific students,

hoping to identify the key issues.

To strengthen the reporting mechanism
on campus, Chief Prosecutor Huang of
the Anti-Drug Team supported train-
ing for military instructors organized
by the Department of Student Affairs
and Special Education and the K-12
Education Administration of the Min-
istry of Education in July and August

(the summer vacation period) of 2017.

Chief Prosecutor Huang assisted in the
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six workshops for the training of mil-
itary instructors and campus security
officers in Lukang Township, Changhua
County, and Fooyin University in Daliao
District, Kaohsiung City. The focus was
on the reporting mechanism for stu-
dents with high risk profiles and elab-
oration on the government’s anti-drug
policy. The key message was the em-
phasis on the privacy of the students
concerned and the confidentiality of
the relevant information. There is a
joint effort from the Ministry of Justice
and the Ministry of Education in com-
bating drugs and searching for drug
sources on campus. Efforts are being
made to protect high risk students and
drug-taking students, without disrup-
tion to other students, parents and the
schools. It is hoped that the Big Data
and the drug database can serve as a
boost to the collaboration between the
Ministry of Education and the Taipei
City Government Department of Ed-
ucation in tracking the origin of illicit

drugs.

In March 2017, Prosecutor Chiu-ping Lai
led an operation by the Drug Enforce-
ment Center of the Taipei City Police

Department in the investigation of an
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undergraduate student at a national
university and a postgraduate student
in a private university who were selling
marijuana and LSD, which are category
2 drugs. To protect the image of higher
educational institutions, the reputation
of these two well-known universities,
and the privacy of these two students,
we did not disclose the names of the
universities or the students to third

parties.

III.Clampdowns on Drug

Enforcement Hotspots

Summer vacation is the high season
for drug dealings. In addition to regular
crackdowns, we make extra efforts to
monitor night clubs and pubs in our ju-
risdiction. On July 15, 2017, Prosecutor
Chen-yuan Wang of the Anti-Drug Di-
vision instructed the Drug Enforcement
Center of the Taipei City Police Depart-
ment to search 13 spots, including sev-
eral infamous bars and adjacent offices
on Linsen North Road. This operation
identified five suspects (including one
surnamed Fan, a salesperson working
in the night club The Little Bee) and a

number of drug dealers. The purpose
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'-. dealers.

On July 15, 2017, we identified five suspects and a number of drug

On August 8, 2016, we arrested Mr. Lo who is the head of a hip-hop

club, and also sells marijuana to six dealers. The operation confis-

cated 6.8 grams of marijuana and two grinders, electronic weights,

rolling paper, and smoking devices.

of this exercise was to probe into the
drug trafficking behavior in night clubs.
Prosecutor Chen-yuan Wang worked
with the Juvenile Delinquency Pre-
vention Subsection of the Taipei City
Police Department on the evening of
August 8, 2016, and arrested Mr. Lo in
Neihu District, Taipei City. Mr. Lo is the
head of a hip-hop club, and he not only
takes marijuana but also sells marijuana
to six dealers who supply it to students
and young adults. The operation confis-
cated 6.8 grams of marijuana and two
grinders, electronic weights, rolling pa-
per, and smoking devices. The jurisdic-
tion of our offices covers highly pop-
ulated metropolitan areas with a large
number of pubs and night clubs (some
of them hidden in business districts or
communities). These are the hotspots

for drug trafficking, and we are making

every effort to suppress and combat
the network of drug traders, in order to
keep substances at bay and safeguard

our society.

The tracking down of cross-border
drug enforcement and at the origins
has been spearheaded by a task force
led by Prosecutors Yi-chun Lin and
Shu-ting Yang of the Anti-Drug Divi-
sion since November 2016. On one mis-
sion, Prosecutor Yi-chun Lin stayed in
the offices to coordinate the operation
and Prosecutor Shu-ting Yang went out
with the police to the container check-

points in Kaohsiung managed by the
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Customs Administration of the Ministry
of Finance. The Mobility Units for the
Southern Taiwan Investigation Bureau
of the Ministry of Justice, confiscated
200 packages of cocaine (a category 1
substance) with a gross weight of 218
kilograms hidden in vehicle batteries
from Brazil to Australia via Taiwan. This
was the largest quantity of cocaine
ever raided by the police in Taiwan.

(Please see the article titled Largest

by Prosecutor Yi-chun Lin). Premier Li
of the Executive Yuan on December 18,
2016 issued an “"Anti-Drug War Heroes”
medal to the prosecutors in our offices.
Prosecutor Yi-chun Lin, upon the rec-
ommendation from the Ministry of Jus-
tice, was given an award in November
2017 by the Ministry of Examination for
his outstanding contributor as a public
servant. Our offices were very proud of

him.
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Quantity of Cocaine Busted in Taiwan

B

— In November 2016, On one mission, the Mobility Units for the
-- Southern Taiwan Investigation Bureau of the Ministry of Jus-
L tice confiscated 200 packages of cocaine (a category 1 sub-
|
O

stance) with a gross weight of 218 kilograms hidden in vehicle

batteries from Brazil to Australia via Taiwan.

On June 28 2017, the police seized a batch of marijuana buds
q (with a gross weight of five kilograms) on the spot and sent
h the suspects to the police station on June 29th.

On June 29 2017, the police raided six boxes in a warehouse
rented by Ms. Chien, and inside these boxes were 91 packages
of marijuana with a gross weight of approximately 38.5 kilo-

grams, worth NT$ 30 million in the market. Also, the investi-

gators identified the warehouse location and found over 40

kilograms of high-quality marijuana buds.
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The prevention of cross-border drug
smuggling has been on the top of gov-
ernment agendas and collaborations
around the world. Mr. Jeff Gough, an
officer from the Australian Criminal In-
telligence Commission officer based in
Hong Kong, visited Taiwan on January
20, 2017. As Mr. Gough’s specialty is
transnational crime analysis to identify
threats and support law enforcement,
his job responsibility is highly relevant
to our crackdown on drugs. Chief Pros-
ecutor Huang and Prosecutor Yu-ming
Li in the Anti-Drug Division met with
Mr. Gough at the Criminal Investigation
Bureau or the Police Administration
under the Ministry of Interior, to gain
an in-depth understanding of the infor-
mation required for joint efforts in the
clampdown of cross-border drug traf-
ficking. Their conservations were cov-
ered by CTI Television on a talk show in
August 2017.

The geographic and climate factors
of Taiwan make it difficult to grow
high-quality marijuana buds. To estab-
lish a presence in the Greater Taipei,
drug dealers must smuggle marijua-
na harvested from Canada or Europe.

Prosecutor Chiu-ping Lai of the An-

ti-Drug Division is fully aware of this. In
June 2017, Lai managed an operation
by the Drug Enforcement Center of the
Taipei City Police Department, which
consisted of months of tracking and
infiltration on the smuggling of mari-
juana buds from Canada. The offenders
were domiciled in China and Canada,
and trades were done with the people
and goods separated. Captain Da-shan
Lan of the Drug Enforcement Center
followed the suspects and arrested a
buyer surnamed Ting in Da-an District,
Taipei on June 28th. The police seized a
batch of marijuana buds (with a gross
weight of five kilograms) on the spot
and sent the suspects to the police
station on June 29th. After interroga-
tions, the prosecutors realized that this
was a job by a large and sophisticated
cross-border drug dealing group. It was
necessary to immediately track down
the source and confiscate the drugs
in their inventory, in order to avoid a
large volume of drugs flowing into the
market and damaging the health of Tai-
wanese citizens. Our prosecutors asked
the police to apply for a search warrant
and detained Mr. Ting. On June 29th,
the task force continued to trace the

origin and arrested Ms. Chien in Yong-
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he District, New Taipei City, who was
responsible for pick-ups. The police
raided six boxes in a warehouse rented
by Ms. Chien, and inside these boxes
were 91 packages of marijuana with
a gross weight of approximately 38.5
kilograms, worth NT$ 30 million in the
market. Both Ms. Chien and Mr. Ting
were detained whilst the investigators
identified the warehouse location and
found over 40 kilograms of high-quali-

ty marijuana buds.

The success in tracking down this
multi-layered smuggling network was
attributable to the sense of purpose
and the determination of the prosecu-
tors responsible. They have guided the
Drug Enforcement Center of the Taipei
City Government Criminal Investigation
Division in solving a number of large
cases. The forensic operation of track-
ing down over two layers of trafficking
to the origin as described above is the
new anti-drug strategy formulated by
Prosecutors Office for Taiwan High
Court as part of the regional concert-
ed actions. Our offices devise tactics
in the busting of drug sources by fo-
cusing on the consumption behavior

in our jurisdiction. The efforts by our

prosecutors in the instruction of police
officers to set up a defense mecha-
nism by sifting through layers of drug
trafficking to the origin have paid off.
Prosecutor Chiu-ping Lai received an
award on July 25, 2017 for his contri-
bution in the drug war. Up to date only
two prosecutors in Taiwan have been
granted this medal of honor.In addition
to the above awarded cases, Prosecu-
tor Chiu-ping Lai also worked with the
Customs Administration of the Ministry
of Finance and the Criminal Investiga-
tion Bureau in January 2017 to detect
cross-border trafficking of 132kg Catha
edulis that contains cathinone. In this
case, the Perpetrator, Miss Cheng, lived
in Australia. The naturally produced
weeds originated from Africa. The
drugs were trafficked to Taiwan via
other countries and then illegally re-ex-
ported to Australia. The difficulty in
identifying drugs in such a case is rare
and difficult. The Prosecutor, together
with the Customs Administration of
the Ministry of Finance and the Crimi-
nal Investigation Bureau, jointly seized
and detained hundreds of kilograms of
drugs. Moreover, Prosecutor Shu-ting
Yang received news about the traffick-

ing of drugs through the use of medical
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equipment in May 2017 and initiated an
investigation with the Criminal Inves-
tigation Bureau and immediately cap-
tured the suspect Lin. Within less than
one week, the medical equipment that
had been sent was found, and anoth-
er oxygen machine in the warehouse
containing drugs was also found ac-
cording to the clues. A Canadian man,
named Gordon, and a Taiwanese man,
surnamed Lin, used the medical equip-
ment oxygen machine to hold 8kg of
methamphetamines and assumed crim-
inal responsibility. The prosecutors of
the Bureau who actively cracked down
on this cross-border drug trafficking

have been granted a medal of honor.

V.Response to Changes in
Funding for Illicit Drug
Purchases and Mon-
ey Laundering of Drug
Trafficking Proceeds

The production and consumption of

illicit drugs is no longer bounded by

geographic factors, as a result of rapid
development of the Internet and the

transportation system. The payment

methods for cross-border drug traf-

ficking have also changed. We have
received multiple reports on the use
of payment with digital currencies for
substances smuggled from overseas.
The majority of such cases were the
use of Bitcoin to purchase marijuana
seeds from other countries for plana-
tion in Taiwan. As this has become a
frequent occurrence, the Anti-Drug
Division has prioritized the tracking
of drug purchase funding in order to
effectively cut off the supply of illicit

drug seeds for growth in Taiwan.

Traditional payment methods using
cash and gold have been replaced by
other methods. The wide acceptance
of online transactions has made digi-
tal currencies an important payment
and money laundry mechanism for
drug dealing. The difficulty in tracking
and the large trading volume of Bit-
coin (based on blockchain technology)
has made it the currency of choice for
the trading of marijuana seeds. The
development of relevant professional
knowledge and investigation skillsets
among prosecutors is urgent in order
to put an end to the sourcing of illicit
drugs. The Anti-Drug Division is hence

moving out of its comfort zone in law.
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On April 14, 2017, we invited specialists
and scholars in electronic payments
(recently opened by the Taiwanese
government) and fintech (soon to be
governed by new legislation in Taiwan)
to give lectures on Blockchain technol-
ogy, electronic payments, and regula-
tory sandboxes (e.g. the completion of
the preliminary review by the Finance
Committee of the Legislative Yuan, on
November 8, 2017 of the draft titled
the Financial Technology Innovation
and Experiment Act). These speak-
ers included adjunct research fellows
from Academia Sinica, officers from
the Banking Bureau of the Financial
Supervisory Commission, the General
Manager of the Financial Information
Service, the Chief Strategy Officer
of TAIWAN-CA Inc., and professors
from National Taiwan University and
National Quemoy University. The pur-
pose was to establish multi-disciplinary
thinking by combining the brainpower
in academics, government agencies,
and corporates. It is hoped that this
will help prosecutors on the front line
develop a keen awareness in the evo-
lution of crime. The judges and prose-
cutors from the Taiwan Taipei District

Court were also encouraged to join

these workshops. The sharing of the
educational resources aims to promote
concepts and enhance the effective-
ness of regional joint efforts as a new
defense against illicit drugs. On May 26,
2017, Director Huang of the Anti-Drug
Division participated, on our behalf, in
an anti-drug and anti-fraud strategic
forum organized by the National Police
Agency of the Ministry of Interior. On
this occasion, experts and scholars with
years of experience in combating sub-
stances examined pertinent issues such
as investigations, campus drug prob-

lems, and assistance with abstinence.

VI.Implementation of New

Anti-Drug Policy

The Executive Yuan articulated its new
anti-drug policy in a press conference
convened by the Executive Yuan on
May 11, 2017. On June 1, 2017, Chief
Prosecutor from the Taiwan High Pros-
ecutors Office, Tien-cheng Wang, was
joined by Chief Prosecutor Ming-chen
Ho, Chief Prosecutor Chang of the Tai-
wan Shilin District Prosecutors Office,
Chief Prosecutor Tai-chao Hsing, and

two directors from the Anti-Drug Divi-
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sion of our offices to meet with Mayor
Wen-je Ko of the Taipei City Govern-
ment regarding the implementation
of the new anti-drug policy. As drug
takers are essentially patients, the An-
ti-Drug Division in our offices and Chief
Probation Officer Tseng proposed a
step-up to Mayor Ko in the subsidy
program for abstinence. This proposal
was developed by Chief Probation Offi-
cer Tseng based on the number of par-
ticipants, success rates, and percentage
of completion in the programs during
the past five years. It is hoped that the
subsidy can provide sufficient funding
for the medical expenses and the effec-
tiveness of the addiction treatment for

low-income earners, low-to-medium in-

come households, patients with major
injuries or diseases, mentally or physi-
cally challenged individuals who have
trouble finding a job, and jobseekers
(i.e. involuntary unemployed). Mayor Ko
expressed his support at the meeting.
According to the agreed proposal, the
city government shall hand out subsi-
dies for the recovery of drug addicts,
as part of the deferred prosecution by

our offices.

Taipei City Hospital issued a letter on
September 30, 2016 to our offices, the
Shilin District Prosecutors Office, Tai-
wan Taipei District Court, and Taiwan
Shilin District Court, which stated that

the Kunming Prevention and Control

The 2017 subsidies from the Taipei City Government for the Middle Home

Program and Treatment of Drug Abuse and Addiction

» This financial aid program will end on December 31, 2017.

» The maximum amount for each patient is NT$ 15,000.

» The subsidies are available for those referred by any of the above district

courts via phone calls to the Kunming Prevention and Control Center after

these courts determine their eligibility as defendants under deferred pros-

ecution, including individuals from low-to-medium income households, and

those who are mental/physically challenged, involuntarily unemployed, or

from other disadvantaged backgrounds.
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Center (a part of the Taipei City Hos-
pital) is responsible for the distribution
of the 2017 subsidies from the Taipei
City Government for the Middle Home
Program and Treatment of Drug Abuse
and Addiction. This financial aid pro-
gram will end on December 31, 2017.
The maximum amount for each patient
is NT$ 15,000. The subsidies are avail-
able for those referred by any of the
above district courts via phone calls to
the Kunming Prevention and Control
Center after these courts determine
their eligibility as defendants under
deferred prosecution, including indi-
viduals from low-to-medium income
households, and those who are mental/

physically challenged, involuntarily un-

employed, or from other disadvantaged
backgrounds. The treatment rendered
by the hospital shall be placed under
the monitoring of probation officers.
The Drug Abuse Prevention Center un-
der the Taipei City Government distrib-
utes subsidies to the patients and their
families and provides support in job
seeking. It is hoped that these efforts
can form a tight and effective triangle
in combating drugs, and can assist the
defendants to meet the expected goal
of addiction treatment. The vision for
the Executive Yuan’s new anti-drug pol-
icy calls for concerted efforts from dif-
ferent departments to ensure zero-tol-

erance for drugs in our homes.

Yangmingshan National bark/Chun—Lm Pan
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